Bates College

SCARAB
The Bates Student

Archives and Special Collections

3-20-1996

The Bates Student - volume 125 number 17 - March 20, 1996
Bates College

Follow this and additional works at: https://scarab.bates.edu/bates_student

Established in 1873

Volume 125, Number 17

Copyright © 1996 The Bates Student, Lewiston, Maine

While most juniors stay on campus, some go through
the study abroad program to get from here to there
by Sarah Gunn
Emily Girdwood '96 came to the
dean of students' office with a plan.
"When I went to talk to [Associ¬
ate Dean of Students] Dean Sawyer,
I said I wanted to do something dif¬
ferent," she said. A childhood friend
had studied at an art school in
Mexico, and was willing to house
Girdwood and provide her with art
instruction.
"I came in and I was really ex¬
cited, and I said, 'Okay, Dean Saw¬
yer, this is what I really want to do.'"
After discussing the program with
Girdwood, the Dean requested infor¬
mation from the Mexican college,
and Girdwood waited.
And waited.
Girdwood finally returned to the
dean's office and talked to Doris
Vincent, Sawyer's former secretary.
Girdwood was amazed to learn that
the information had arrived about a
week before this visit.
Girdwood then asked Vincent
what was going on. "He [Sawyer]
said that he wasn't going to give it to
you, so I'm going to give it to you,"
Vincent told Girdwood.
"My perception is that he had
known that I wasn't going to be able
to go there, but let me work on it any¬
way," Girdwood said.
Girdwood never applied to her
first choice school.
"I ended up at New Mexico be¬
cause I didn't want to fight the sys¬
tem," she explained. "I can under¬
stand it, but I wish he had been more
direct with me. I felt disillusioned

and lousy about the process."
■ An overview
Of the ten students interviewed,
all expressed satisfaction with their

The Inside Scoop

experiences abroad. The steps lead¬
ing to their departure, however, re¬
ceived mixed reviews.
Some, however, questioned
Sawyer's effectiveness and sensitiv¬
ity to their concerns. In addition, a

tension has emerged between the
student's need for one-on-one advis¬
ing and the logistical problems of
dealing with an ever-increasing in¬
flux of juniors wanting to study
abroad.

Bates' study abroad program
has ballooned from "an unusual ac¬
tivity by a handful of language ma¬
jors to something in which nearly half
the junior class participates," the
Annual Report of Off-Campus Study
reports.
In fact, this year's 46% partici¬
pation rate is the highest in Bates'
history, and is "at the higher end of
the rates reported by other NESCAC
colleges," Sawyer, who coordinates
Bates students, explained.
The JYA process normally be¬
gins during a student's sophomore
year.
"The applications themselves
are the easy part of the process," Saw¬
yer explained. The true challenge is
the actual decision of whether or not
to study abroad.
"It's one thing to talk to people
in Commons over lunch—but then
they have to decide whether to go,"
he noted.
"The first meeting might focus
on different strategies that [students]
might pursue, identifying what ma¬
jors are appropriate and which
courses to take," Sawyer explained.
After a student's interests have
been identified, s/he must choose a
country, and finally a program. This
decision is facilitated by the Dean's
office, which provides information
and counseling, and deals with ad¬
ministrative details.
Unlike many study abroad offers
ings at other colleges, "we're expan¬
sive—there's not a narrow list of proContinued on Page 4
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Affirmative action debates continue to boil
Bates’ policy is still in nse, but national trends will most likely
influence its future
by Josh Popichak

of 1998.
In the meantime, California vot¬
ers will have to decide whether or not
they feel the U.Cal policy should be
extended to all publicly-run institu¬
tions. A referendum is slated to ap¬
pear on the November ballot.
Public officials, administrators,
educators and students across the
country will doubtless be watching
the outcome of the vote with bated
breath. The opinions of California,
long a trendsetter in the arena of pub¬
lic affairs, traditionally have had at

"Affirmative action has
worked," Lee said. "There are more
minorities in the workplace now than
ever before." This is largely the re¬
sult of a concerted effort on the p^rt
of higher education and other fields
to increase diversity of all kinds.
Lee noted the benefits of the pro¬
gram have been felt not only by
people of color, but by all tradition¬
ally disadvantaged Americans, in¬
cluding white women, who she cites
as one of the major beneficiaries of
programs like the one at Bates.

In the evocation of both public
and legislative responses, few con¬
temporary political disputes have
equalled the power struggles borne
out by the emotionally-charged issue
of affirmative action, a debate that is
continuously stirring across the
United States.
California is one state marked
with notable affirmative action strife.
Currently, the state is debating
whether or not to implement a ban
on the policy
The
that
would
broad appeal of
eliminate its
affirmative ac¬
use by all sec¬
tion is readily
tions of the gov¬
The argument over affirmative action's effectiveness apparent in the
ernment, an uncollege's nondisin the hiring of government employees follows closely crimination
precedented
move that has
on the heels of last summer's controversial decision
statement,
the potential to
printed in a
by the University of California Board of Regents to
spark similar
number of its
actions in a
publications.
discontinue its long-standing policy of taking
number
of
The statement
minority status into account in the process of
other states al¬
declares that
ready examin¬
"Bates College
admissions,
as
well
as
in
hiring
and
contracting
ing the issue in
does not dis¬
decisions within the state's public university system. criminate on the
detail.
The argu¬
basis of race,
ment over affir¬
color, national or
mative action's
ethnic origin, re¬
effectiveness in the hiring of govern¬ least some impact on a national scale,
ligion, sex, sexual orientation, mari¬
ment employees follows closely on and there is nothing to date suggest¬
tal or parental status, age, or handi¬
the heels of last summer's controver¬ ing that this scenario will prove to be
cap in the recruitment and admission
sial decision by the University of any different.
of its students, in the administration
California Board of Regents to dis¬
"What's happening in California
of its educational policies and pro¬
continue its long-standing policy of is already having an impact in other
grams, or in the recruitment and em¬
taking minority status into account parts of the country," concurred
ployment of its faculty and staff."
in the process of admissions, as well Joanna Lee, director of the affirma¬
Though such statements of non¬
as in hiring and contracting decisions tive action office at Bates.
discrimination have become fairly
within the state's public university
Lee, who defines affirmative ac¬
common in recent years, as many
system.
tion as "giving people an opportu¬
colleges and universities have felt
It was in late August that the nity where they have been system¬
growing pressure from the victims of
panel, of which influential Republi¬ atically left out," said she feels that
discrimination to publicly voice their
can Governor Pete Wilson is a mem¬ while it is difficult to predict exactly
support for historically disfranchised
ber, reached its difficult decision.
how and to what degree the pend¬
segments of society, at Bates there is
The new policy, which will dis¬ ing California decision will have in
an added meaning behind the prom¬
regard the formerly-weighted crite¬ hiring and admittance decisions, it
ise.
ria of race and gender, is tentatively will undoubtedly represent a setback
As Lee explained, historically,
scheduled to take effect in the spring if approved.
"Bates has had a reputation for egali¬

&

tarianism."
only in situations where two candi¬
The college was, in fact, founded
dates for a particular position have
on the principle
been determined
of equal oppor¬
by college offi¬
tunity for all,
cials to be
and was one of
equally quali¬
the first institu¬
fied.
tions of higher
In such a
education in the
situation, the
United States to
candidate who
admit Africanrepresents a trait
American stu¬
lacking in the dedents on an
partment
to
equal footing
which he or she
with whites.
has applied will
Additionally,
be given prefer¬
Bates was the
ential treatment.
Director of Affirmative Action Joanna
first coeduca¬
Lee is quick to
Lee
Paige Brown photo.
tional institu¬
point out, how¬
tion in New En¬
ever, that such a
gland, and the
person need not
second in the nation.
even be one termed a "minority" in
This reputation for fairness and
the traditional sense of the word. For
opportunity has extended from the
example, a young white male seek¬
admission of students into the hiring
ing a position in the department of
of faculty and, according to Lee, has
African-American Studies would re¬
enabled Bates to more readily attract
ceive extra consideration if the de¬
minorities who might otherwise have partment were predominantly black,
been discouraged by Maine's loca¬
as many of these particular depart¬
tion and general lack of ethnic diver¬
ments are.
sity. "It's not easy to get people of
Many white, middle-class
color into this part of the country,"
Americans, who as a group comprise
she admitted.
the majority of those opposed to
Statistically, Lee has the evi¬
longstanding policies of affirmative
dence to prove this statement. As of action in states like California, have
November 29,1995, the Bates faculty
failed to realize that the assorted pro¬
had a minority population of just 14
grams set up to help "minority"
percent.
groups achieve equal opportunity
In addition, the College is still
have had a positive impact on their
fighting a persistent gender gap. Ac¬
lives as well, Lee noted.
cording to the same data, of 162 fullLee explained that, by reaching
and part-time faculty members,
out to minority groups, many of
63.6% were male, 34.6% female.
whom have been and continue to be
Since these numbers were compiled,
economically disadvantaged, the
at least one African-American tenuregovernment has been able to wean
track female has been hired by the
many welfare recipients off of federal
college, Lee reports.
relief. Such positive results, represen¬
In addition to the nondiscrimi¬
tative of the success 30 years of affir¬
nation statement, the college also em¬
mative action has produced, have by
ploys the "breaking the tie" policy in
and large gone unnoticed.
the hiring of faculty members. As
Continued on Page 5
Lee explained it, this policy is used
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WRBG reaches out amidst flurry of improvements
Changes in past year add np to increase in range and quality
stalled, as was a new On-Air sign.
"When you think about all those
things, we basically rebuilt the sta¬
tion," Andrus said.
"WRBC is different from any
other organization on campus be¬
cause we're a business," said Andrus.
"We have a lot of local DJs,"
added Gauger. WRBC invites the lo¬
cal community to participate in the
station along with the Bates crowd.
There are many DJs from outside the
Bates bubble.
"We have a real relationship
with the town that Bates needs to fos¬
ter," said Andrus. "More things
should interact like this."
The station is constantly fluctu¬
ating in air quality, just like any other
station does. With the new transmit¬
ter and basic new structure, though,
the "on-air quality can be just as good
as the big boys," Wyatt said. The un¬
predictable air quality is balanced
"when you have 100 people playing
music, because you have a better va¬
riety," Wyatt continued.

by Ellen Scheible
WRBC, Bates College's radio sta¬
tion, has undergone more changes in
the past year than ever before.
These changes, which include
the addition of a new transmitter, a
renovated station area, and a vibrant
new attitude, have transformed
WRBC into more than just a radio
station, but also a plethora of won¬
derful listening possibilities.
The variety in musical tastes that
flow from the disc jockeys that basi¬
cally mold WRBC's structure is con¬
stantly increasing and reaching new
heights.
"We have approximately 150
DJs, and they provide a huge variety
of interests," said Justin Andrus '97,
general manager of the station.
"Because of the upgrade in our
technical systems," Andrus contin¬
ued, "DJ morale has skyrocketed."
The station's upgrade covered six
different areas in the station: signal
quality, in-house equipment, person¬
nel, programming, finances and pro¬
duction.
■ Ground control to Major Tom...
Signal quality is "how pure the
sound that is produced is projected,"
Andrus explained. The signal qual¬
ity was improved over February
break when the station installed a
new transmitter, which is currently
operating.
"We use the best transmitter
that's available," Andrus said. The
new transmitter has no life expect¬
ancy because, since its creation, there
has never been a report of the device
ever malfunctioning.
"If we take care of it, it will keep
going," Andrus said of the device.
A major goal of the station,
which includes the transmitter, is to
change WRBC's current license so
that it can broadcast over a greater
distance. The transmitter is able to
function at 250 watts, but the station
is only licensed to broadcast to 150
watts. With such a great change in
wattage, the broadcast distance will
be increased to about two to four
times its present range.
The improvement in the inhouse equipment was completed by
Andrus and Kevin Wyatt '97, WRBC
executive program director.
"All of our in-house equipment
was refurbished in November,"
Andrus said, "with the exception of
the tape deck. It was purchased."
Andrus and Wyatt literally sat
down in the lounge of the station and
took apart every piece of machin¬
ery—including two compact disc
players and two turntables—and
cleaned it themselves.
■ Now I'd like to pass the mike...
Another of the upgraded areas
is personnel, which means that each
WRBC member, i.e. DJ, is reliable and
involved with the station, according
to Andrus.

■ They're brave but not chicken
s—t
On the air WRBC Disc jockey Ellen Leiba '98 dishes it out to Lewiston-Auburn. What's next? Brunswick, Waterville,
the world?
Paige Brown photo.
“The three-step process by which
a Bates student or a Lewiston-Au¬
burn community member can be¬
come a DJ involves an apprenticeship
and licensing, an application to be¬
come a DJ, and then the assignment
of a semester- or short term- long ra¬
dio show. There have been many ap¬
plicants for shows this year and, con¬
sequently, the station presently has

"[WRBC's] on-air
quality can be just as
good as the big boys.
When you have 100
people playing music
... you have a better
variety."
Kevin Wyatt '97
WRBC executive program
director
the largest staff population in the
state.
Programming, as defined by
Andrus, is "how good each person
is as a DJ."
When assigned a show, each DJ
must sign a contract stating that 50
percent of the music they play must
conform to the category of their for¬
mat, which can range from "alterna¬
tive" to world beat to classical to
show tunes. Format possibilities are
numerous, and each DJ is required
to have one for his or her show. Some¬

times the names of shows reflect their
formats.
■ Money won't buy them love but...
The financial side of WRBC is
also quite a success story.
When the year started, the sta¬
tion was $6,000 in the red, and now,
said Andrus, "according to the busi¬
ness office, WRBC is no longer in
debt." The station actually started
cleaning up its finances last spring,
and Andrus professed that it's "just
getting better."
The last area in which the sta¬
tion has made giant improvements
is in the field of production. Produc¬
tion is "how we produce public ser¬
vice announcements, station identi¬
fications, and show promotions," ex¬
plained Andrus.
Mike Della Bitta '97, executive
production director of WRBC,
handles production. "He's using
computer sequencing to allow us to
do technical tricks that we'd never
been able to do before," Andrus said.
Upgrades in finances, equip¬
ment and attitudes have not been the
only recent improvements at WRBC,
though.
As a DJ and executive archivist
of the station, Stephen Pozgay '99
commented, "When I came in this
summer, the station had a lot of cos¬
metic problems."
Andrus cited giant holes in the
walls in every room, an abundance
of graffiti, and torn-up floors. The
WRBC staff eventually painted the
floors, walls and ceilings of the build¬
ing, fixed all of the holes, and re¬
paired the station's lighting.
Wyatt purchased new furniture
and donated it to WRBC. All of the
equipment was not only cleaned, but

also rewired. Additionally, the station
has also gone on-line, with one talk
address for all the station's DJ's and
one exclusively for the executive
board.
All of the music is currently be¬
ing catalogued on disk in the station's
computer.
"We have so much information
catalogued on each disk and when

"We have a real
relationship with
the town that
Bates needs
to foster.
More things should
interact like this."
Justin Andrus '97
WRBC general
manager
it's done, DJs are going to be able to
look up any artist, any song title, la¬
bel or release date and find exactly
what they're looking for," said Keith
Gauger '99, executive technical direc¬
tor of the station.
"The plans that we're making
now are leaving a lot of room for
improvement without spending a lot
of money," Gauger continued.
In the On-Air studio, a brand
new racking system was built for all
of the equipment. Two new micro¬
phones were purchased and in¬

Another notable part of WRBC
that has recently been cleaned up is
the use of foul language on the air.
There is a service announcement
available for every DJ to play when
the time changes and foul language
contained in music is then allowed
to be broadcast on the air.
According to WRBC and the
Federal
Communications
Commission's rules, no DJ can ever
use foul language when speaking on
the air. The station rules dictate, how¬
ever, that one is allowed to play
songs with lyrics containing such
language between the hours of 10
p.m. and 6 a.m.
The FCC's rules state that foul
language can be broadcast from 8
p.m. to 6 a.m., but according to
Wyatt, the station prefers to extend
the "safe harbor hours" for "preven¬
tative measures." However, there is
a contingency of community listen¬
ers that may be more apt to listen if
these hours are extended, explained
Wyatt.
■ From here to eternity: the tale of
the antenna
In the flux of all of these changes,
the station needs to move its antenna
if it ever hopes to increase the range
it is opting for.
The station has planned to move
WRBC's antenna to the top of Merrill
gymnasium in order to increase its
range possibly three- or six-fold.
Whenever a station needs to do such
an activity, they must apply to the
FCC and be approved before any
motion can happen.
WRBC's application was sent in
before February break, and the sta¬
tion was told that it would be three
to four months before the application
could even be processed. "Ordinarily
Continued on Page 4
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. Students explore study abroad process before continents
"If I
didn't have
such
a
strong atti¬
tude, or
was un¬
sure,
I
know that
he would
have dis¬
couraged
me from
going," she
continued.
"I managed
to get to
China, but
it was so
hard, since
he wasn't
supporting
me."
A n other stu¬
dent, who
also wished
to remain
a n ony mous, was
discour¬
aged
by
Sawyer's
attitude to¬
ward her concerns.
"The first time I spoke to Dean
Sawyer about going away I got the
feeling that he was feigning interest,"
she said. "From there it was a mat¬
ter of speaking to other people about
[going abroad]."
Lucas agreed. "Dean Sawyer
has a reputation from upperclassmen
and some of my friends who wanted
to go abroad, who the dean screwed
over."

Continued from Page 1

that Bates' programs tend to cost far
less than similar programs run by
outside institutions.
The true advantage of Bates'
JYA/JSA program, Sawyer said, is its
emphasis on students.
"We have a one-size-fits-everyone philosophy, and try to work with
the individual one-on-one in meet¬
ings, so that the most appropriate
match can be identified," he said.
Some students questioned the
office's commitment to these prin¬
ciples. Several expressed concern
that they were being "channeled"
into programs which did not suit
their interests.
■ One individual's experience

"We

WH{% 90

"I went to talk to him [Sawyer]
about art school," Jen Lucas '96 said.
While she wanted to study in either
Scotland, Great Britain or Australia,
Sawyer instead suggested Italy or
Paris.
"It was very difficult for me to
tell him what I wanted to do, because
he kept trying to convince me to go
to Paris," Lucas said. "He was very
condescending and laissez-faire, as if
all my worries were completely
petty."
Another student, who requested
anonymity, discussed a similar expe¬
rience. Although she had already
studied in Japan, the student wanted
to travel again—this time to China.
To her surprise, Sawyer was op¬
posed.
"When I wanted to go to China,
he kept trying to persuade me to go
back to Japan," the student said. "He
kept with the attitude that I was a be¬
ginning Japanese student, but he
knew that I was strong in the lan¬
guage. Still, he kept saying that I had
just started, and shouldn't split my
languages. It was a hassle to deal
with him."
She found the process "very con¬
fusing."

Will you have extra
time on your hands
during short term?
If so, write news.

will be sup¬
ported, Sawyer
said.

1m
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■ Keeping options open
But what one person sees as
over-direction can be viewed by an¬
other as a simple presentation of al¬
ternatives.
"One of my objectives is to see
whether they have thought it
through and to ensure that they have
considered the whole globe, the
whole range of opportunities," Saw¬

Maya Shinohara illustration.

need to make
sure that they've
considered all
their options. If
they really want
to go to Austra¬
lia, they will go
to Australia," he
said.
A few
students agree
with Sawyer's
statements.
Chris Dahlberg
'95 explained,
"even though
Dean Sawyer
did throw in
some other sug¬
gestions, I knew
where I was go¬
ing to go. That
part was easy."
Deborah
Cantor '97, who
is
currently
studying in Is¬
rael, concurred.
"Dean

yer explained. He specifically men¬
tioned the value of studying in nonWestem, non-English speaking coun¬
tries.
"We have about 30 people in
Australia right now," he said. "Aus¬
tralia is fine, but you should think
about whether that's the best use of
this opportunity, or whether you
could find a very difficult, nonreproductible experience." He con¬
cluded, "you can get back to Britian
more easily than Bolivia."
Sawyer denied that "channel¬
ing" occurs at Bates. While he might
disagree with a student's choice—
particularly if it appears that s/he is
"studying down" or shall travel to a
dangerous area—"I would take a
more positive approach," he said.
"I'd say 'have you thought about this
or that,' rather than 'don't go there.'"
Still, if a student truly wishes to
attend a program, his or her decision

Sawyer helped me with the applica¬
tion process and encouraged me on,"
she said. "Also, I think he was eager
for someone to try this program be¬
cause I'm the first Batesie to attend
this particular program."
■ So many participants, not enough
time
Another concern voiced by both
Sawyer and the Report is the JYA/
JSA program's lack of staff.
In one year, participation in the
JYA/JSA program jumped from 38%
to 46%. This increase has presented
obstacles to true "one-on one" con¬
nections with students.
"Sometimes, students have to
wait close to a week to see me," Saw¬
yer said. "I don't like it when it hap¬
pens. ... We're also working with reg¬
istration. We have almost 200 stu¬
dents to process and proxy."

The Report confirmed Sawyer's
statements. "Providing appropriate
advice to each student considering
study abroad is getting difficult for
one person to handle," it reads. The
Report suggested that alternative
advising options should be explored.
Sawyer listed the introduction of
student helpers as an example of
these new options. The helpers pro¬
cess applications, keep files up to
date, and are available to discuss
abroad options with interested stu¬
dents.
■ Stay, sink or swim
A student's final decision to go
abroad is usually a major one that is
complicated by a number of factors.
Negotiating between the many
different programs, academic op¬
tions, and financial details often
leaves students dazed and seeking
more information. As the first and
often only human source of knowl¬
edge open to students, the Dean of
Students' office must play the subtle
and often difficult role of academic
advisor, international guide, and
"devil's advocate."
While, as Dean Sawyer ex¬
plained, "Certainly the most reward¬
ing process is the experience
abroad—I would certainly hope that
their fondest memories are not of the
application process"— the advice
and comments given at this crucial
time often influence students' final
decision of where to travel, what to
study, and even whether to go abroad
at all.
Some students argue that their
choices were limited by the Dean's
Office. Others believe that the final
decision of whether or not to study
abroad rests solely upon the shoul¬
ders of the student.
"I think ultimately students
have to take responsibility for their
actions," Dean Sawyer said. "You
don't have information like, for ex¬
ample, selecting a college, where
there are guidebooks galore. That's
why having someone like me is very
important."

Not out of range: WRBG makes improvements
Continued from Page 3
I the FCC would process the applica-

j tions faster, but the government has

j

been shut down," explained Andrus.
Also, it has to complete "certain
topographical studies to move to
Merrill because of interference with
St. Mary's Hospital," Wyatt indi¬
cated. To the south, "We're hoping [to
reach] North Portland," he contin¬
ued.
The station will definitely reach
Brunswick "with ease," commented
Andrus.
WRBC also needs a new antenna
because "the antenna, as we have it
now, is excellent but it has no protec¬
tion from ice," explained Andrus.
Other than that, the antenna was
manufactured in 1978 and has been

working fine ever since its installa¬
tion.
The station has two choices: it
can either purchase a new antenna,
which will cost approximately
$2,800, or refurbish the old one,
which would cost $1,400.
The company that originally
sold and installed the antenna for
WRBC "cut us a deal where they
were willing to take the antenna back
and improve it," said Andrus. The
problem is, however, that the offer
was only valid for a limited amount
of time, and the station has still not
received its general application back
from the FCC so that it can move the
antenna. This is delaying the refur¬
bishing deal because in order to take
down the antenna to fix the problems
the antenna must be moved and an
application from the FCC is required

for such a move.
The big dilemma in deciding
between purchasing a brand new
antenna or refurbishing the old one
is that "if we get a brand new antenna
we will be down for six hours," said
Andrus, "but if we choose to refur¬
bish we will be down for five days."
However, Andrus indicated that
he thinks "it is a better investment in
the future of the station to either re¬
furbish or replace the antenna rather
than moving it as is."
Besides all of the technical diffi¬
culties and down time WRBC has
formerly suffered, the station is hav¬
ing a pretty good year.
"The DJs are really excited about
the board," remarked Pozgay. "I
think we [the executive directors] can
take it really far."
"The reason I'm at Bates is be¬

cause of WRBC," stated Wyatt.
"Right away, I got as involved as I
could."
Andrus, Wyatt and Gauger
seem to be very optimistic for the
future, and are meanwhile happily
satisfied with the present.
"This is a really good radio sta¬
tion," said Andrus. "Our variety of
programs, our on-air quality, and that
fact that you'll hear things on WRBC
that commercial stations can't play
makes it that way."
WRBC is experiencing serious
upward mobility at a rapid pace. The
changes will continue to flourish
within the college community and
beyond, demanding attention from
listeners. The executive board is
ready, the DJs are ready, and the sta¬
tion is ready. Are you? Stay tuned...
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Affirmative
action,
continued
Continued from Page 2
This has especially been the case
in the wake of the economic down¬
turn the country has taken in the last
five to ten years. As many compa¬
nies have relocated their operations
to foreign shores, where labor and
raw materials are generally cheaper,
working-class Americans have been
forced to endure round after round
of plant closings and layoffs. This has
led to a great deal of resentment, in
most cases directed at the wrong
groups.
"If Americans have family or
friends hurting because they don't
have jobs, they don't look at the root
of the problem [the economy], they
look for someone to blame," said Lee.
The most convenient scapegoats in
places like ethnically-diverse Califor¬
nia have been the beneficiaries of af¬
firmative action.
Looking back to brighter days,
Lee said that "there was a much dif¬
ferent feel in the late sixties and early
seventies when affirmative action
was new. This was mainly because
there was much more available," she
said, referring to the abundant job
opportunities afforded most Ameri¬
cans at the time.
Those job opportunities are
largely gone today, having falling
prey to corporate downsizing and
other attempts by big business to in¬
crease profit margins.
Lee, admitting that "our coun¬
try is in a terrible state economically,"
feels that in response to the altered
socioeconomic climate, affirmative
action should be open to reform.
"Any program should be revised pe¬
riodically or else it becomes stag¬
nant," she said.
Whatever the case may ulti¬
mately be, Bates College appears to
be destined to continue the methodi¬
cal implementation of the affirmative
action policy it has employed for
some time now.
Currently, the Affirmative Ac¬
tion Office is in the process of plan¬
ning a series of workshops for this
fall; they will target people with dis¬
abilities. They will be designed not
only for the physically-disabled, but
for those who suffer from "silent dis¬
abilities," such as heart disease or
hearing loss. Said Lee, "we hope to
do some major diversity training for
the entire college community" in the
upcoming year as well.
With the continued support of
the College's faculty, staff, and stu¬
dents, and the barring of any major
changes in national affirmative action
policy, Bates will serve as "a rolemodel for institutions of its size," said
Lee, providing "exposure to different
cultures in a way that will help
people break down their barriers and
fears."
By recognizing this as its mis¬
sion, Bates College is well on the way
to achieving the diversity sought by
those who founded it almost 150
years ago.
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On the Outside Looking In
Off-campus students are moving up and moving out
By Jennifer Lacher
College. For a fairly naive eighteen-year-old coming from a small
town in the Midwest, this meant a
myriad of things. Freedom. Inde¬
pendence. College Parties. Dorm
Life. A Roommate. Then I arrived
at Bates.
Bates College. For a fairly na¬
ive eighteen-year-old coming from
a small town in the Midwest, this
gave new meaning to anything that
had come to represent what I antici¬
pated would be my college experi¬
ence. Den Terrace Parties (read:
First-year Meat Market). Dorm Life
(read: Shared Bathroom Space and
Non-existent Quiet Hours). Cheney
House (read: A Typical Renovated
Victorian-era House led by a Band
of Sophomore Women who sought
to make a Big Brother Dorm of
Milliken House, the then-Football
House, a.k.a. Millikeg).
Even such wondrous ideals as
Freedom and Independence flew out
the window when I realized that
once a week someone would come
in and dust and vacuum and clean
my dorm room, and the Happy Tray
was the equivalent of "doing the
dishes". I know we pay an outra¬
geous amount of money to attend
this fine institution and that some
services are to be expected, but a
"MAID"!? Is this Never-Never Land
or College, the precursor to the
"real" world? Wake up.
So at the beginning of my jun¬
ior year, I took what I thought would
prove to be a huge leap into the real
world. Embodied in my apartment

would be all the independence and
responsibility I sought.
Freedom was mine. Indepen¬
dence. Responsibility ... all were
mine. But there was more.
Isolation.
My apartment is three blocks
from the heart of campus. When I
found the place, I was thrilled: "This
is close enough that all of my friends
can visit me all the time. It'll be the
hang-out ... the Pad. I won't be

lived in Smith, and it did no good to
remind them that I walked to class in
Olin every morning at nine and had
lived to tell. (P.S. One of them even
had a car that fall but didn't want to
risk losing her parking spot. Never
mind that the lots were still relatively
empty since the parking ban was not
yet in effect.)
The ultimate rejection of sorts
came when my significant-other-atthe-time managed to justify our hang¬

A "MAID"!? Is this Never-Never Land or
College the precursor to the "real" world?
Wake up.

,

lonely!"
Wrong.
To be fair, my best friend was a
constant companion. To be truthful,
everyone else might have dropped
off the face of the Earth for all I saw
them last year. I had successfully
burst out of the Bates Bubble only
to encapsulate myself inside my
own personal Apartment Bubble. I
wasn't part of the campus scene, yet
I wasn't "living in" Lewiston. I was
floating somewhere in between and
hating it.
Two-of my dearest friends came
to my apartment once, the day be¬
fore first semester began and never
crossed the threshold again. When
harrassed repeatedly as to why they
never came to visit, their response
was, "It's too far to walk." They

ing out in his closet of a dorm room —
bunk beds, obnoxious first-year
pranks in the hallways and all — as
opposed to my driving us the three
blocks to my very spacious, very quiet,
very private apartment.
Disillusionment.
To ease my pain, I invested in two
cats at the beginning of second semes¬
ter last year. I talked to them. They
understood. I'm sure of it.
This year, my ever-wonderful,
ever-loyal best friend moved off-campus and we got an even more lovely,
more spacious two-bedroom apart¬
ment in the same building. Wary and
bitter, I didn't expect much from my
friends (those who remained).
This year, our apartment is some¬
thing of a hot-spot. People stop by on
the way to and/or from the Goose.

People come by to study. People
come by to watch James Bond
marathons on TBS. Who cares
why they come by, I think. People
are coming by. Period.
So now I'm really happy. I
love my apartment. I love living
with my best friend. And I still
love talking to my cats (and some¬
times hearing them talk back).
There is something to be said
about isolation. To a certain ex¬

tent, it's inevitable. I am not on the
Meal Plan (read: 1001 Ways to Serve
Red Sauce), so I admit that I miss
out on some serious socializing and
salad bar romancing.
Those were the days. But I've
decided that there comes a time
when we all have to define our own
reality. Mine, I've discovered, does
not revolve around bunk beds or
lovers' trysts while waiting in line
for the toaster.

Off-campus living: a stellar option (or, Why Bates sucks)
By Steve Young
I hate living on campus. I want
to live off-campus. I want to com¬
mute and spend as little time on
campus as I can. If it weren't for my
classes I'd never be on campus. If I
didn't absolutely have to go to my
classes I wouldn't set foot on the
quad ever again for the rest of my
life. If I lived off-campus, I'd go to
Bates and tell everyone at Bates how
much Bates sucks. I'd tell everyone
how stupid everyone is, and how
closed-minded everyone is. I'd tell
them every day, twenty-four-seven,
how much Bates sucks until they
really knew, really really under¬
stood, how much Bates sucks. I'll
sneak into Commons when I get
hungry between classes and eat with

my on-campus friends, and then I'd
ask them with rhetorical disdain
how can they stand eating in Com¬
mons? The food sucks. The people

We'll know what
living in the "real
world" is like. What
negligent landlords
are like.
who eat it suck. Every time I sneak
into Commons I would be reminded
of how repulsive it is. Off-campus,
I'll cook for myself and make my
own meals. I'll eat whatever I want

to, Spaghetti-Os and Ramen noodles
every day, if I want. I'll eat with my
roommate — no, my apartment- mate
— and we won't have to deal with all
of the noise and bad food in Com¬
mons. I'll eat with just one person all
the time. We could have real conver¬
sations, and not worry about having
anyone else butting in and giving us
some stupid viewpoint we don't care
about. We'll both be really contemp¬
tuous of all the spoiled brats who live
on-campus and have all their prob¬
lems taken care of by Maintenance.
We'll know what living in "the real
world" is like. What negligent land¬
lords are like; what unplowed drive¬
ways are like; what weak, piddling
showers are like; and what electricity
bills and phone bills and oil bills and
grocery bills and rent is like. Me and

my roommate would know what
it's like to pay $200-$300 a month
for these things, versus the flat
$1800 per year that on-campus

I want to live as far
away from campus
as I possibly can.
Like Auburn or
Bangor. Or Mars.
students pay for their room and
utilities. We'11 guffaw at all the
on-campus students that think
they know what the real world
was like. We'll tell them all our

hardships and make them feel guilty
for having it so easy. We'll teach
those idiotic, guilty idiots a lesson
for not letting us in their sports
teams or clubs or groups of friends.
We'll show them how tough we are
by living in a filthy apartment with
no toilet seat, and by walking to
classes in -35 degree winter morn¬
ings. I want to live as far away from
campus as I possibly can. Like Au¬
burn or Bangor. Or Mars. I can com¬
mute to Bates in a rocket ship and
leave right after the bell rings. I
won't go to Bates anymore. I won't
even go to Earth anymore. I'll go to
Mars College, and learn space shit
there, and speak Martian, and the
first thing I'll say in Martian is how
much Bates sucks.
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Choices, hiding places, and bills, bills, bills
By Jen Mooers
So I live off-campus. Hmmmm.
What does that mean and how does
that separate me from the segment
of the student body that lives on
campus?
Well, it doesn't.
Many people have reservations
about coming to college: Did I
choose the right school? Will I make
friends? Will classes be more de¬
manding than they were in high
school?
You see, these weren't my con¬
cerns. My concerns went something
like this: I'll miss passing out in my
own room. I don't want to share a
bathroom with a cackle of people —
I've grown accustomed to my own
smell.
But lo and behold, despite my
partiality to privateness, I success¬
fully came to college and lived in a
dorm freshman year with another
human being who also occupied my
pad, but never quite grew accus¬
tomed to my smell.
Did I like it? Well, yeah, sure,
at the time. Living in a dorm was
an experience, like, summer camp
(after a while I got sick of these bunk
beds as well). But I realized that
freshmen living in freshmen centers
are the best way to get established
socially at Bates — despite (or due
to) the close quarters.
On the eve of the sophomore
lottery, I had delusions of grandeur
regarding what a cool room I would
get. Yeah, right. Everyone knows
that the sophomore class gets the

bottom of the barrel when it comes
to available rooms.
Then a door opened for me. It
emanated a bright light as a choir of
angels began to sing, "Live off-campus! Live off-campus!!"
So here I am, a junior who hap¬
pily lives off-campus. The best thing
about off-campus living is the sheer
number of choices I am faced with.
By living off-campus, I can decide
who I want to live with, and what

Then a door opened
for me. It emanated a
bright light as a choir
of angels began to
sing, "Live offcampus! Live offcampus!!"
my apartment should look like. I
can choose the furniture I want and
I'll tell ya — it ain't gonna be bright
orange. I can decide whether or not
I want cable, and if I need call wait¬
ing — a useful invention, indeed.
These are all material reasons
for living off-campus. It is because
of the mental health advantages that
I love living off-campus, though.
When you move off-campus,
you move into a home. More im¬
portantly, your apartment becomes

your home. Because I live off-cam¬
pus, I can listen to music as loud as
I want, and entertain till the wee
hours of the mom.
I live off-campus but still eat in
Commons. Commons, after all, is
the social mecca of Bates College,
and by staying on the meal plan I
don't feel separated from the Bates
population. I get more than enough
of Bates atmosphere when I walk in
through the Commons line and say,
"Yeah, I'd like a Boboli again."
On a different note, I have a
place to hide. I can hide in my apart¬
ment from all my professors, papers
and people. Yes, kids ... the "Three
P's." They can be awfully scary if
they catch you unaware. Speaking
Of avoidance, when going to Com¬
mons becomes unbearable I can
cook something up in my kitchen
(providing, of course, I bought gro¬
ceries).
Ahhh ... money. Or better yet,
spending money. It tends to be the
downfall of off-campus living. Bills,
bills, bills. Someone once told me
that living off-campus costs the
same amount of money as living on
campus. I still don't know about
that, because it's purely circumstan¬
tial and depends upon whether or
not living in luxury is your forte.
I'm going to break it down. Liv¬
ing off-campus is a good experience.
It teaches you how to be more re¬
sponsible with your money, and
with yourself. Living off-campus
also provides students with more
options. It is having these choices

tfOOPERs
We deliver kegs
FREE of charge!!

©tarns

(BEVERAGES)
&

Roopers has
the lowest
prices on kegs
around!!

REDEMPTION
$6.49 • 12 pac
plus tax and deposit

Milwaukee's Best
16 oz. Cans
$9.99 a case
794 Sabattus Street, Lewiston
783-6353

(off College Street)

784-2483

plus tax and
deposit

all sizes available

$9.99 a case
plus tax and deposit

Two
Locations

The SAMUEL NEWMAN HOUSE BED & BREAKFAST adjacent to
Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine, is seeking a friendly, responsible,
and self directed person or persons for the position of live-m
innkeeperfsl for the summer season (May 21-August 21). Duties include,
greeting guests, making and serving a home-baked continental breakfast
(scones, muffins, etc), shopping, cleaning, and taking reservations. The
salary consists of a base monthly rate, free room, and a percentage of the
Inn’s profits. Owning a car is helpful but not essential. Because of the
select nature of the clientele, some college education or a degree is highly
preferable, as is similar Inn experience. For further information send
resume to- Professor Guenter Rose, The Samual Newman House B & B,
7 South St., Brunswick, Maine 04011, or FAX: (313) 971-0042, or e-mail
ghrose@umich.edu. no later than April 1. Interviews of chosen candi¬
dates will be on Saturday, April 6 & Monday, April 8 @ the Samuel
Newman House.

$9.99 a case

Miller Genuine Draft
Lite Bottles

plus tax and deposit

nice maids to come in and clean up,
no matter how much you try to per¬
suade them. Believe me. I've tried.
No such luck.

Merrill Road
Self-Storage
Red Dog
16 oz. Cans

Coors Light

that gives me a sense of freedom
within Bates College.
There's one downfall, though.
Off-campus students don't get those

694 Main Street, Lewiston
782-1482

student rates
pre-paid discounts
24 hour video surveillance
office at 741 Main Street,
Lewiston
across from Marden's
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On the Margin:Divorce and the nuclear family
Z.

Kate

and

I,

arranged in

ALPHABETICAL SEATING ORDER

MY OWN BEHAVIOR CAN HAVE IN

GOSSIPY, COUPLE- AND “faMILY”-

RELATIONSHIPS.

ORIENTED COMMUNITY IN WHICH WE

MARRIAGES END IN DIVORCE THESE

LIVE.

DAYS, AND BY THIS FIGURE Kate’s

DIVORCEES AND THEIR KIDS LIVE IN

AND MY PLIGHTS ARE NOT OUT OF THE

EVERY DAY.

THROUGHOUT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

I DEMANDED A LOT IN TERMS OF

AND PRONE TO TALKING TO EACH

ATTENTION AND MATERIAL THINGS,

OTHER IN CLASS, HAD A LOT MORE IN

TESTING MY PARENTS’ LIMITS.

COMMON THAN OUR ASSIGNED PLACES

TESTED MY OWN ABILITY TO MAINTAIN

AT THE END. OF THE CLASS LIST.

Emerging from this back¬

I ALSO

SOME SEMBLANCE OF A PUBLIC AND

Kate was a mixed kid of
SORTS, LIKE me; HER FATHER HAILED

vouch to say that no

DIVORCED.

IT

MIGHT BE A PERSONAL

PRIVATE IDENTTTY AS A CHILD DESPITE

FAILURE OF SORTS, OR AT LEAST IT

MY PARENTS’ STRUGGLE, CONFUSION

MIGHT FEEL LIKE ONE, BUT IT’S NOT

from Africa, and mine grew up in

AND ANIMOSITY, WHICH WASN’T

the Philippines, whereas our

TECHNICALLY MINE, BUT REALLY WAS.

MOTHERS BOTH GREW UP IN NORTH

THAT EASY. SOMETIMES IT’S REALLY

IN THE WAKE OF ALL OF THIS,

America.

I’d

ground,

ONE LIKES BREAKING UP OR GETTING

I

We’ve experienced hurt
AND BETRAYAL IN RELATION¬

So WE BOTH RESIDED IN

THE POWER OF EXPRESSED EMOTIONS,

HOUSEHOLDS WHERE OUR PARENTS

WHICH RANGED FROM DEPRESSION TO

SHIPS, NOT JUST IN OUR OWN

CAME NOT ONLY FROM DIFFERENT

ELATION, ANGER TO PITY, AND

BUT IN THOSE OF THE PEOPLE

GEOGRAPHIC PLACES, BUT ALSO FROM

DOWNRIGHT SADNESS, AND THE

AND IDEOLOGICAL STANCES.

ME IN EMOTIONAL FLUX.

Each set of our parents ’

DISMISS THE REALITY THAT MANY

ORDINARY, MUCH LESS EXTRAORDI¬
NARY.

So

For people in families that do

OUR PARENTS ARE DI¬

SEPARATE,

VORCED, RIGHT? No BIG DEAL, RIGHT?
Maybe and maybe not. But

BY INDIVIDUALS WITHIN THOSE UNITS

WHAT IS FOR CERTAIN IS THAT THERE IS
NO UNIVERSAL, GENERALIZED

WHO EMERGE FROM THEM AND

GeN‘X

ENDURE.
After our parents' ordeals,

UPEDNESS OR TRIUMPH (AMIDST

Kate and I have turned out all

SCREW-UPEDNESS).

RIGHT.

EVERYONE’S

Had we emerged from

DIVORCE IS DIFFERENT, WHETHER OR

NUCLEAR FAMILIES, PERHAPS WE

NOT HE OR SHE HAS BEEN DIRECTLY

WOULDN’T BE AS CYNICAL, AS

AFFECTED BY ONE OR NOT.

DOUBTFUL, AS DISCRIMINATING, AS

So . . .

ALTHOUGH I’VE COME TO

FEARFUL OF COMMITMENT, AND AS

OUR PARENTS.
REALIZE THAT FAMILY IS INDEED

Good things did, however,

VIEWPOINTS COULD NOT BE RECON¬

COME OUT OF ALL OF THIS STRIFE.

CILED, APPARENTLY: BOTH COUPLES

I BECAME KEEN ON THE

I THINK THAT THERE IS

SOMETHING TO BE SAID AND VALUED

EXPERIENCE WITH, OR CONCEPTION OF,

CLOSEST TO US!
REACTIONS TO THEM THAT OFTEN KEPT

CONSIDER THEM THE NORM?) IS TO

TALE OF DIVORCE’S SCREWED"

COULD NOT HELP BUT LEARN ABOUT

DIFFERENT CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS

Statistically, half of all

HESITANT TO TRUST PEOPLE AS WE

IMPORTANT AND OF GREAT VALUE,

I

SOMETIMES ARE. We’VE EXPERIENCED

nobody’s fault, or is due to one

ALSO REALIZE THAT RELATIONSHIPS

HURT AND BETRAYAL IN RELATION¬

FAULT OR ANOTHER.

BOUND BY THE INSTTTUTION OF

SHIPS , NOT JUST IN OUR OWN BUT IN

DIVORCED BEFORE WE, THEIR ELDEST

STRENGTH OF WOMEN DURING MY

MARRIAGE, WHICH ARE IDEALLY

THOSE OF THE PEOPLE CLOSEST TO

CHILDREN, WERE ADOLESCENTS.

PARENTS’ SPLIT, AND ASPIRED TO ONE

change; on the same token,

SUPPOSED TO LAST FOREVER, DON’T

US! OUR PARENTS.

AND HER BROTHER, AND I AND MY

DAY HAVE AS MUCH COURAGE AS MY

PEOPLE ARE WARNED ABOUT TRYING TO

ALWAYS WORK OUT AS I’VE BEEN

SISTER, LIVED WITH OUR MOTHERS,

MOTHER.

ACTIVELY CHANGE OTHERS.

SOCIALLY INGRAINED TO THINK THEY

KATE

'

WrTH WHOM WE HAD ALWAYS IDENTI¬

My

I’M

Everyone knows that people

STILL WORKING ON IT.

BUT

But, in a strange sort of
WAY, THIS HAS PUSHED US TO WORK

%■

mom was key to my

WHATEVER THE CASE, I’VE LEARNED

SHOULD, DESPfTE THE AFOREMEN¬

DEVELOPMENT, FOR SHE SERVED AS A

FROM MY MOM, AND FROM KATE’S

TIONED STATISTIC THAT MIGHT SUGGEST

INQUISITIVE OF OTHERS, AND TO

ROLE MODEL OF SOMEONE WHO, BY

MOM, THAT WHEN THINGS GO AWRY,

OTHERWISE.

APPRECIATE GOOD RELATIONSHIPS WITH

long SERIES OF COURT BATTLES -

CHOOSING TO GET OUT OF A BAD

YOU CAN GET OUT IF YOU ARE

WHICH INVOLVED EMOTIONAL WARFARE

RELATIONSHIP, HAD, PROSPECTIVELY, A

FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO HAVE CHOICES.

FIED.
Throughout my parents’ year¬

And that’s okay.

HARDER FOR OURSELVES, TO BE

I don’t think

PEOPLE WHEN THEY DEVELOP. In

THAT THE NUCLEAR FAMILY IS DOOMED;

CASES SUCH AS THESE, PERHAPS THIS

THAT AFFECTED ALL OF US - I

HELL OF A LOT TO LOSE -- ESPE¬

IF rT CAN WORK, MORE POWER TO THE

MAXIM IS true: what doesn’t BREAK

STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT I DEVELOPED

CIALLY MATERIAL COMFORTS AND

HAVE CHOICES, AND CREATED THEIR

PEOPLE WITHIN rT.

YOU MAKES YOU STRONGER.

SOCIAL CONNECTIONS - IN THE

OWN OPTIONS, AS DO I.

THEM THE NORM (Do PEOPLE STILL

A KEEN AWARENESS OF THE IMPACT

I AM THE NORM.
CALLY ENOUGH,

My

LABEL ME.

CATEGORIES SHAPE MY

Desperately Seeking Normality

My

mom works;

My

parents are still married.

My

PARENTS ESCAPED NEW YORK CfTY

my dad does too.

BEFORE I WAS BORN, AND I ’VE LIVED
IN FIVE DIFFERENT HOMES.

When

NOW, WE

THEY DO, it’s USUALLY ABOUT MONEY.

LIVE ON A STEEP HILL IN UPSTATE NEW

That's what we worry about.

York.

We eat dinner at 8:00,

the American Dream.
"Cinderella” was my favorite fairy
TALE.

I THRIVED ON “ANNE OF

Green Gables”.
SEEMED IDEAL.

Marriage

I FELT VERY NORMAL

UNFOUNDED, AND FALSE

FAMILY HAS PRETTY MUCH BEEN
ABSENT FROM MY LIFE.

I’VE TURNED

INSTEAD EMBRACING THE MENTALITY

SHOULD FEEL NORMAL. • Bur REAUTY

THAT I

CLASS, BUT

Dad get home

KEPT INTRUDING ON MY BELIEFS.

WILL

My dad's father

MINDED
NORMAL

WORKED IN A
bank.

THAT

T

.

His

ME

MY
HE

RE¬

FAMILY

T.V.

WAS
TOLD

My

mom’s FATHER DROVE

A BAKERY TRUCK.

HER MOTHER ONCE

NEVER WENT TO COLLEGE.

T.V.

MY

MOM RETELLS

TT

GRANDMOtHER ^SPIRES -ME. 7

\'

THE TRUTH WAS
NOW, MOST

ARE MARRIED, OR PREGNANT, OR
both.

Most work.

They didn’t strive for a

MARRIAGE.

It

WAS THEIR ONLY OPTION.

I’ve tried to keep up with

BELIEFS
HAVE

INTRUDING
. . .

FAITH

BE SECURE IN MYSELF.

IN

DESPERATELY.

I

-Sarah Gunn

THE

I WILL

I WILL HAVE IT

ALL.
Yet I STILL HAVE FAITH IN
THE NORM.

I BELIEVE IN THE

PROMISE OF A GOOD HUSBAND, TRUE
LOVE,

YET

NORM .

AN INDEPENDENT EXISTENCE.

None went to

college.

KEFT

2.5

CHILDREN, AND ULTI¬

Show, and (believe rr or not)
THEM, BUT HAVE FAILED.
I OFTEN
MATELY LIVING “ HAPPILY EVER AFTER . ”
' )i : i r 3;
>. o l
i i as i ■ ..
=.. ; j . .i u v i 9 ii t is 1 n ii .• .i <TT: j, v. .
n
LeavsttoTOi
Beaver.i h believedi in
1 •
:wond£R why.4
1 J -c ’ 3000 ! '■ f; I BELIETVE THIS DESPITE MY FpfeNDS/

OFTEN.

2

They wouldn’t talk about

USUALLY TOO PAINFUL.

watching Family Ties, the Cosby

MY

STILL

THEIR HOME LIVES.

GIRL TO SCHOOL.
LEGEND.

JOB AND

BROTHER, TWO

I GREW UP

MY

"typical” family ufe.

CARVE OUT

T.V.

EALITY

ON

WILL

THE

R

GOOD

PARENTS WERE DIVORCED, OR SIMPLY

FAMILY COULDN’T AFFORD TO SEND A
It’S A FAMILY

FIND A

missing.

I WAS CONSTANTLY REMINDED

TOLD ME SO.

I SIMULTANEOUSLY TRASH THE

ONE OF THE FEW WHO HAD THIS
Their

THE DOMINANT IDEOLOGY.

IDEAL AND CLING TO IT . . .

YOUNGER

THAT MY FAMILY WAS NORMAL.

HER

SET.

Throughout my child¬
hood,

She’s brilliant, but

OF THE

DOGS, AND A CAT.

WORKED IN A FACTORY, BUT BECAME A
housewife.

Of all my friends,. I was

I HAVE A

SO .

MOTHER NEVER
WORKED.

FROM WORK.
We eat in front

Real life clashes with

AWAY FROM MY CHILDISH DREAMS,

- OR CONVINCED MYSELF THAT I

CONSTANTLY

I

ALSO WORRY THAT MY BELIEFS ARE

WHOLE WORLD OF MARRIAGE AND

after Mom and

WAS

RENTLY INSECURE JOB, AND MY

Unlike my friends, the

We’re working

I

MOTHER’S PAST LAYOFF AND CUR¬

NAGGING FEAR OF COMMITMENT.
WILL LIVE UP TO HER DREAMS.

I AM THE OLDEST CHILD.

UPWARDLY MOBILE.

—Michelle Wong

EXPERIENCES WITH DIVORCE, MY

parent’s histories

They don’t fight often.

BUT TO CONSIDER

PARADOXI¬

I’M ALSO THE

exception.

IDENTTTY.

And all of these women did

nn□HIA
WATCH
; s' ir o 11: I
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'96 Ranger XLT
24-month lease
24,coo mile low mileage
Red Carpet Lease

$140,

vmc.

As a college graduate, you've probably learned bow to have fun
without spending a lot of money. And that could be whether

you’re cooking or driving. That's why, as a college graduate!" you
may qualify for special graduate programs with affordable lease
payments as low as $140'’' a month on a 24 month. 24.000 mile
low mileage Red Carpet lease available at your Ford
Dealer. Plus, just by test driving a new Ford you'll
receive a coupon for a free Papa Gino’s pizzaT
And while you're there, be sure to register to
win a trip for four to ArubaFor more infor¬
mation see your New England Ford Dealer today or

96 Contour GL
Special low payments

find a take-one display on your college campus.

MEWENGLANm^a.
FORD DEALERS

(1) Open to students graduating from an accredited Four Year College. Graduate School. Junior College. Community College, Trade School or Nursing School or Graduate Students enrolled in
Graduate School who have or will graduate between October 1,1994-January 3,1997. (2) 1996 Ranger XLT Regular Cab 4X2 with PEP 864A. MSRP $12.510 excludes title, taxes, license
tee. and Massachusetts emissions. Lease pmt based on avg cap cost of 97.94% of MSRP for 24 month closed-end Ford Credit Red Carpet Leases purchased in the Region through
12/31/95 Some payments higher, some lower. See dealer for payment/terms. Lessee may have option to buy vehicle at lease end at price negotiated with dealer at signing. Lessee
responsible for excess wear/tear and mileage over 24.000 at $.15/mile. Credit approval/msurability determined by Ford Credit. For special lease terms. S600 RCL cash back, and S400 Ford
College Graduate cash back must take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 4/2/96. Residency restrictions apply. See dealer for details. Payments total: S3.365.05. (3) Test Drive/Pizza
Offer: Each test drive participant will receive one coupon for one free Papa Gino’s large cheese pizza. One coupon per customer. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of coupon. Must present original
test drive coupon. No reproductions accepted. Good while supplies last. No purchase necessary. Dealerships reserve the right to refuse a test drive at any time for any reason. (4) Trip
Giveaway: Limit one entry per person, No purchase necessary Void where prohibited. Entrants must be 18 years or older with valid driver's license from New York or New England states. Entries must be postmarked by June 30.1996. One
tnfhfor four to AruDa will be awarded, Travel restrictions apply. Winner to be selected by random drawing. Odds of winning determined by number of entries. Winner responsible for all federal, state and local taxes. To enter or for official rules
and complete details see participating d^aler^ser^l ^ starjnpedg syelt-adjfrpsped envelope for a copy of rules, and/or a 3X5£4(d witthyouK,name, address..date of3)irth. andsphonernumbef to dnter to:^ldw England Ford Arpbja Gi\^w^y,p.p.q
Box 1838. Evanston. IL 602O4-984L
(2) Downpayment
S1.251.00
(Net of College Grad Cash)
Reconditioning Reserve
150.00
First Month’s Payment
_
140.21
Cash Due at Signing"
S1.541.21
"Excludes tax and other fees
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End Bates’ dismissals
may leave
Bates after
“flawed”
Corcoran/Teal
decisions
To the Editor:
This is an unfortunate letter to
express my disillusionment with
crucial components of Bates College.
I have been immersed in the Bates
campus [sic], and I have dedicated
myself to serving it and the larger
community. Due to a series of
_n_

Letter

ifei

to the Editor
misguided personal and political
decisions by the departments and the
administration of this school, which
have grossly interfered with my
learning process, I am forced ... [to]
consider... ending my career at Bates
to pursue a more constructive
education at another collegiate
institution.
Dr. Peter Blaze Corcoran was my
professor of Environmental
Education. He taught an extremely
diverse curriculum addressing the
teaching of environmental issues
from both a traditional and nontraditional manner. The course was
among the most rigorous I have
taken at Bates College, including
extremely demanding amounts of
out-of-class reading, journal writing,
curriculum writing, essay writing,
independent projects, and teaching
students in the community. I led
walks with the Secrets of the Forest
program of the Maine Audobon
Society at the Mast Landing
Sanctuary in Freeport, Maine. After
hours of training with their director,
and
applying
educational
philosophy attained through our
studies, I was able to make a marked
difference in young people who were
able to combine an intact sense of
wonder with an increased
knowledge of natural science. I was
later employed by Dr. Corcoran, first
as an office assistant and later as a
research assistant, helping him with
his insightful projects regarding the
formative
experiences
of
environmental educators, hope's role
in environmental education, and
various aspects of differing
environmental-oriented programs of
Ci intinued on Page 17

We understand the issues of confidentiality. We understand
that the students will never know everything that goes on behind
closed doors. We understand that Peter Corcoran may never get
tenure. However, we believe nonetheless that the administration
of Bates College is making a grievous and ultimately irreconcilable
error in its failure to more aggressively address the seemingly
universal ire recently expressed by the student body over the latest
round of tenure and hiring decisions.
In recent issues of The Student, there has been inadequate space J
in the Forum section to accommodate all of the letters to the editor written in support of Peter Corcoran. This, of
course, does not account for the proliferation of letters reportedly written directly to the offices of the President and of
the Dean of Faculty, the letters written to Corcoran himself, and the ubiquitous spoken coihplaints around campus.
The College's administration, despite assurances to the contrary, has failed to recognize the full extent of the
current student resentment toward the College, from the Personnel Committee to the President to a large percentage
of the established faculty. The refusal of the College to even elaborate specific elements of the tenure process
demonstrates what is construed as myopic spite by the student body, who see the administration as clinging to dated,
irrelevant principles rather than face what is, to students, mistakes in the hiring process.
While the College's reasoning in refusing to disclose information regarding Peter Corcoran makes certain
theoretical sense, this ceased to be a theoretical issue a long time ago. The College is not dealing with the reality of the
situation: the prolonged and intensifying unrest among students is reaching a head and, frankly, administration soon
may not know what hit it. Ultimately, if Bates continues its trend of "confidentiality," it will take considerable toll on
morale, academia, and, ultimately, enrollment. A college in which students have absolutely no faith will never prosper.
The College must recognize that there has been a massive breakdown of communication between students and
administrators and that this is a tremendously serious issue. Students feel betrayed and violated in nearing irreversible
ways; it's past the point where it matters whether or not the administration feels sympathy for the reasons for this
sense of treachery; rather, the College must more simply acknowledge that a huge rift exits, and deal with it.
The decision not to grant Peter Corcoran tenure may well have been a mistake. But the failure to sufficiently
address such intense student anguish is certainly a more egregious fault, entirely discrete from the tenure decision
itself. It has introduced Bates as a place of deceit and hypocrisy in the minds of a large number of its students. This
is undeniable. And, given the College's dealings with students during the past month, given the inaccessibility of the
administration's language to most students, given the failure to promote a candid forum in which specific terms of
tenure can be discussed, this is deserved.
We urge all concerned and angry students to continue to use their voices, individually and collectively. We will
continue to print as many letters as possible regarding the perceived breech of trust by Bates College. The College is
not only stifling Peter Corcoran's voice, its stifling the student body's as well.
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Answering to affirmative action
Does minority status automatically equal the right to recompense?
by Michelle Wong

either "Asian" or "Caucasian" as my ethnicity.
It was the most difficult, not to mention
infuriating, question on the exam.
Interestingly enough, last year in
Anthropology 101,1 learned that categorization
is a cross-cultural phenomenon.

I've been thinking about decisions a lot
lately.
It seems that every which way I turn, I see
multiple possibilities rearing their heads in
everything, even in my seemingly insignificant
daily choices that I hardly ever think about or
even feel the need to ponder, like deciding on
cranberry over orange juice in Commons; or
whether I should do the homework I've put off
in order to attend a lecture.
Yet the impact of some decisions that I've
recently had to make will have more of an
impact on my immediate future, such as what
I'm going to do this summer, next year, and so
on, than these others.
I've been forced to think, to be really
introspective about myself, about what I believe
in, and how I perceive my environment. When
I think—before I go to sleep, when I space out
in class—it seems like one thing leads to
another. One of those things I've been
preoccupied with in my circumlocution of
thoughts is affirmative action, and my status
as a "minority" in the United States.

Whenever I meet people, wherever I meet
people, they eventually want to know, in the
words of a food reporter at the Boston Globe,
of a random person at Bates, of a salesclerk at a
clothing store: "What is your heritage?" I
usually ask what the inquisitor thinks, then tell
him or her what I really am. I guess it's not that
obvious, or because it's simply different from
distinctly white, yellow, red, black, et al.

■ Scars from the Educational Testing Service

■ Does Affirmative Action apply to me?

I've been classified as an ethnic "other"
ever since I realized that the cousins on my
mom's side of the family, with their blue and
green eyes, blond to red hair, and copious
freckles, didn't quite match my prototype;
likewise, it didn't take much more than looking
in a mirror for me to realize that I don't look
exactly like my darker -skinned and -haired
father, either.
Not surprisingly, this occurred way before
I was turned on to standardized tests, one of
which—the first mandatory Ohio ninth grade
proficiency test—didn't even offer me a
category that fit, since it insisted that I choose

This brings me to my latest personal
dilemma: as a female "other" who grew up
privileged, with ample access to books and
education, good food, parental guidance, a
home and material comforts, I wonder, is
affirmative action really designed for me? What
are the criteria for classification as a minority,
anyway?
I don't think the criteria for being
"qualified" for affirmative action are standard
across the board, from college admissions
offices to any other self-professed equal
opportunity employer in the country. What I
have experienced personally, however, is

Editorial sings
misinformed
song of GHG
To the Editor:

As a female "other" who grew up privileged, with ample
access to books and education, good food, parental
guidence, a home and material comforts, I wonder, is
affirmative action really designed for me?
pluralism, and the politics that go into
achieving, maintaining and falling short of the
politically correct, ideologically correct
multicultural ideal. Nowadays, I'd vouch to say
that, at the very least, they cannot resist societal
pressure, and pressure from within their
respective institutions, not to be.
No matter what hiring or admittance
decisions are made, some individuals—white
or "of color," young or old, et cetera—fall by
the wayside when the race card is played and
when the people vying for work outnumber the
number of positions.
■ Ability versus heritage...who wins?t
This past winter, I had an interview with a
former supervisor for a summer job; she told
me frankly that in choosing the intern class, her
first concern was experience and ability, age
and prospective opportunity to secure
internships in the future, and on balanced
regional, ethnic and gender diversity. She said
that, no matter what decisions she made,
having to turn down qualified people, for any
of these reasons, anyway, broke her heart.

Letters 0^
to the Editor
and The Weasels)
February 3: The Nields and Carol Noonan
February 9; The Mark Erelli Band and Angry
Salad
March 16: Ziggy Marley and the Melody
Makers
March 22: Strangefolk
April 22: TBA
May 3: TBA

All of these concerts have been very
reasonably priced for Bates students;
in fact none of them, with the exception of
Ziggy Marley, has been more than $5. We have
responded to the student body's cry for new
and more diverse music on campus by
sponsoring concerts featuring, folk, alternative,
rap, R&B, Big Band, and reggae music - that is
not including the two possible concerts during
Short term. Each of the acts that we have
brought to campus, with the exception of Ziggy
Marley and the Melody Makers, is a group that
is on the verge of breaking into the national
October 7: Mark Erelli and Guster
mpsie >^cepe. "As- evidenced py the sold o,lit
November 10: New Kingdom j ; / ' '
a two Jbuq Grain trcyf
January.: fViiteir Carnival (ALCdrey Qrchfe&ta- . .oohE«rf,..^iggy

We are writing to respond to the Bates
Student Editorial, "The Sound of Music." Your
claims that the "annual(as in once a year) Chase
Hall Committee (CHC) musical extravaganza"
has presented a dearth of musical
entertainment on campus is false and
irresponsible. In fact, CHC has complied to
your wish of having a "cool, moderately priced,
maybe-you've heard of them maybe you
haven't band/singer once a month, or once
every six weeks."

preference in part because I am a marked
"other," or, I think, in some instances, because
I have an obviously Chinese last name.
I believe that American employers (from
those in admissions to the boardrooms of
corporations) are conscientious of cultural

Winner, is still arguably on the cutting edge of
the music market. Everyone has a right to an
opinion; we simply ask that next time you
investigate your claims more thoroughly
before you publish them. We are pleased to
have this activity to set the record straight. And
as always, you are more than welcome to come
to CHC meetings on Monday nights at 7:00 pm
in Hirasawa lounge and see how the process
actually works. Thank you.

Rob Blood
Angela Pizzo
Jon White
Stefan Belinfanti
Meredith Haviland
Ben Levy
Larry Aekerman
Jen Topping
Joy Ardizzone
Gretchen DeHart
Josh Rosenblum

I felt pretty crummy, too, on the applicant
end when I received her notice that I didn't
get the metro reporting job that I was fairly
certain was in the bag.
I'm certain that one reason for my
supervisor's decision had been because, as a
sophomore, I had three summers left to win
internships, I had ability and, she thought, I
would probably have other opportunities,
whereas a just-as-able senior Latino male, for
instance, would either have this one chance to
enter a newsroom or none at all, ever.
In this type of instance, I know my boss
would have felt obligated to choose the latter
applicant. And I don't blame her. I've posited
this type of simplified scenario in my
conscience as a clear reason why I am a
proponent of affirmative action.
I'm sure my boss's decision was a tough
call, and it certainly was not the only one of its
kind that she has ever had to make. But to
choose as she did, she had to separate me, the
person she was quite familiar with, with me
on paper—my inky resume and writing
samples. She needed to emotionally dislocate
me from her so she could judge me as an entity,
like the other applicants, as fairly as she could.
After this episode, one of the programs I
had applied to offered me a reporting
internship designed for minority college
sophomores.
When I had applied for this program in
the fall, I had thought I would have a really
good shot, if the selection committee considered
me a "minority." After receiving a call from a
committee member out of the blue, I reviewed
my application, relieved to find that I had
circled "Asian" and "Caucasian" under the
ethnicity category. As this was one of the major
determining factors, I was in the clear.

Continued on Page 15

“Singular,
orgasmic’events
less desirable
To the Editor:
I am writing you [regarding] the editorial
in the March 13 The Bates Student about the
desirability of having more live music oncampus every month rather than a "singular,
orgasmic event" (which is a great phrase!) once
a year. I wholeheartedly agree with this point
of view and want to praise and salute whoever
wrote this editorial. Thank you!
Martha A. Crunkleton
Dean of the Faculty

This is an open forum
H 3 } c iu > n r i n
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NEWS
IN BRIEF
One Card system
update from the
Representative
Assembly
by Carin Edwards-Orr
The One Card system has not
been lost in the shuffle. Although
perhaps pushed to the backs of
most Batesies' minds, the card
nonetheless exists.
One Card committee chairman
and head of security Larry Johnson
spoke to the Representative Assem¬
bly at the weekly RA meeting on
Monday, March 11. Johnson ex¬
plained that Bates would be adopt¬
ing the One Card system, effective
in the fall of 1996.
Included in the functions of
the new One Card are:
•ID card functions with video
imaging ‘Library barcode ‘Off¬
line debit stripe, similar to current
cards used in Ladd Library,
which will take the place of those
cards. Students will be able to
put small amounts of money on the
card and use it in the copiers in
Ladd. (Johnson hopes that the
stripe will be phased into vending
machines and washing machines as
well as the use for copiers.)
Johnson is also looking at two
other possibilities for next fall's
card:
•ATM debit card. Johnson
said that the college was looking
into having an ATM machine in¬
stalled on campus and he hopes
that the One Card, along with a
PIN (personal identification num¬
ber) will enable students to with¬
draw and deposit money on cam¬
pus. ‘Long distance phone code.
Johnson explained the possibility of
a long distance number that,
along with a PIN, would allow stu¬
dents to use their long distance
service on and off campus.
According to Johnson, the card
will most likely never be used as a
credit card, as all of the major credit
card companies require raised
numbers and letters on their cards,
and the One Card will not have
these raised digits.
Johnson also said that the card,
as of the fall of 1996, will not be
used as a house key. The funds
with which to make this possible
will not be available until the fall
of 1997.
Student input is encouraged
regarding the One Card system, es¬
pecially pertaining to the house key
issue. Johnson explains that the
possibilities for One Card use are
almost endless.

•

•••••

The March 18 meeting of the RA
was on the subject of tenure and
possible tenure reform; Martha
Crunkleton, dean of the faculty,
spoke to the Representative Assem¬
bly.

Around Campus
Volunteer
opportunities
for the week of
March 18
Lewiston/Auburn Anti-Drug Coa¬
lition is sponsoring a Youth Fair at
the Lewiston Armory (diagonally
across from Muskie Archives) on
Saturday, March 23 from 10:00 a.m.
- 2:00 p.m. Help is needed Friday
afternoon decorating the Armory
and on the day of the actual fair - all
interested are encouraged to volun¬
teer. Please contact Laura in the
Volunteer Office for more informa¬
tion at x6468.
American Red Cross will be spon¬
soring a Blood Drive here on cam¬
pus on Tuesday, March 26, from 3:00
- 8:00 p.m. Please sign up at dinner
this week if you would like to vol¬
unteer at the blood drive or if you wish to give blood.
March of Dimes Walk will take place
on Saturday, April 6, but planning
has already begun! Anyone inter¬
ested in helping to plan the walk
should contact Joanne Campbell at
753-5525.
Western Area Agency on Aging is
interested in getting volunteer to
help organize their monthly news¬
paper. This would entail writing
articles, layout and design, and or¬
ganizing the actual mailing of the
newspapers. Please call Debbie
Daggett at 795-4010 for more infor¬
mation.
Advocates for Children is running
a six week support group for par¬
ents in the area entitled "Siblings
without Rivalry" which began on
Tuesday, February 27. Advocates is
looking for someone to help with
child care during these Tuesday
morning seminars from 9:30 -11:00
a.m. Anyone with extra time who
would like to help, please call Nancy
Reynolds at 783-3990.
Tri-County Mental Health is looking
for two volunteers to spend time
with two special needs boys (nine
year old twins). A commitment of a
few hours per week would be re¬
quired. Interested parties should
have a knowledge of, and respect
for, confidentiality and boundaries.
If interested please contact
Catherine Adams-Jordan, LMSW, at
783-9141, x342.
Androscoggin Head Start is in need
of classroom volunteers to work,
play, and talk with young children
who are three and a half to five years
old. Activities such as playing a
musical instrument, teaching a craft
or telling a story are suggestions for
what to do with the children. Please
call Pat Godin at 795-4040 for more
information.

Goals 2005:

toward a statement of purpose

A November 2,1995 letter to the Bates College community from President Donald Harward regarding the
Goals 2005 Steering Group began, "In 2005, Bates will celebrate its sesquicentennial year. This 150th commemo¬
ration is an appropriate target for reaching significant goals for Bates - goals that will define the College for the
early part of the next century."
Five months later, President Harward and the members of the Goals 2005 Committee sponsored an open
forum for administration, faculty, staff, and students to discuss the current status of the committee and its work.
On March 13, members of the college community assembled in Chase Hall to offer their insights, criticisms,
and support on the statement of purpose and strategic questions and assumptions document that the Task Force
has crafted. The document is still in an informal form, but it demonstrates the progress of the Goals 2005 commit¬
tee in fashioning a cohesive set of questions and assumptions about Bates that will engender, according to a
memorandum from Harward, " ... an explicit set of institutional goals for the next decade."
The meeting began with opening comments from Harward, who expressed the intent of the Goals 2004
committee to "address the issue of formulating goals for the college." In recent months, the steering group,
composed of administration, faculty, staff, students, and alumni, has looked at many various aspect of Bates,
from budget matters to curricular plans, to gauge proper statistical information regarding the strengths and the
weaknesses of the college. This information will enable the committee to speak to " ... fundamental strategic
issues that the college needs to respond to," explained Harward.
Specific goals have yet to be formulated, but Harward mentioned the establishment of one definitive guide¬
line for Bates' future that the Goals 2005 committee has already decided upon: the realization that Bates tuition
cannot continue to increase in the manner that it has through the year 2005. This guideline creates a structure
which the committee must work within; how will the college garner resources to maintain the positive aspects of
the school and improve the negative features, and how will it afford the addition of new dimensions to enhance
to the quality of Bates?
Harward also discussed other questions that the Task Force has addressed in its work: the diversity of the
college as it attempts to reflect the population of the nation, the utilization of technology in education, and the
organization of learning. The "most abstract of the challenges" for the Goals 2005 committee was the issue of
"the current intellectual nihilism," claimed Harward. These questions, and many others, led the committee to an
examination of collective assumptions about Bates which are now documented. It is Harward's hope, and that of
the Goals 2005 Steering Group, that these assumptions will eventually lead toward a precise articulation of goals
for the college.
The "Toward a Statement of Purpose" document crafted by the committee reads, "Bates is a distinctive
teaching and learning community. Bates has a recognizable culture. Bates cultivates an ethic of learning. Bates
has a profound perspective on teaching and learning. Bates works by participation. Bates is centered in a real
community." Each of these statements is followed by a short explanation.
The "Outline of Strategic Questions and Assumptions Being Considered By the Committee" focuses upon
five questions: 1) What are the fundamental values and meanings of a liberal arts education and a Bates degree?
What are the qualities, services, market advantages, etc., that will increase Bates' value? 2) As we connect our
teaching and learning to the mission of the College, do we have specific expectations of our students? The
Faculty? The curriculum? The staff and alumni?
3) Should Bates reinforce being a residential college of the liberal arts and sciences? What will it mean to do so in
2005? 4) What should the organization and infrastructure of the College be? 5) How should the College secure
and allocate financial resources to meet the ongoing challenges?
These documents provided the open forum with a foundation for discussion. Topics of the meeting in¬
cluded assistant professor of English Rob Farnsworth's questioning of the statement of purpose itself (is it a self¬
presentation or a self-examination?), the possibility of an increased number of non-traditional students, towngown relations, and student involvement with the college.
The Goals 2005 committee will continue its work in creating goals from its questions and assumptions; any¬
one unable to attend the open forum is encouraged to contact a committee member with their ideas and observa¬
tions. Members include: Pam Baker, Dept, of Biology, Celeste Branham, Dean of Students, Jane Costlow, Dept,
of GREALL, Martha Crunkleton, Dean of Faculty, Andy Shriver '96, Jeff Brown, Dept, of Physical Education,
David Haines, Dept, of Mathematics, Sara O'Mara '98, Gene Wiemers, Librarian, Ron Joyce, VP for Development
and Alumni Affairs, David Kolb, Dept, of Philosophy, George Ruff, Dept. Of Physics, Carmita McCoy, Admis¬
sions, James Hughes, Dept, of Economics, and Jean Kirkpatrick, associate director of personnel.
-by Tim Iyer

Student employment update
Any student who did not receive their paycheck on Friday, March 8, should be aware that this may be result
of a failure to submit tax forms and/or the Student Payroll Authorization Form (grey card.) For those who
have yet to fill out tax forms, please stop in at the Student Employment Office and complete both the 1-9 and
W4 forms. The completion of the 1-9 and the W4 require the student to have identification on their person:
students generally use either a passport or a picture ID and social security card. The Student Payroll Autho¬
rization Form is the grey card that must be filled out when first beginning a job. If this form is not com¬
pleted, the student will either be paid at the base rate or not at all. Any student who has yet to fill out the
grey card should do so immediately.
As well... there are still some jobs left for the remainder of the school year, including:

• Art: Slide Room Assistant
• Development: Annual Fund Phone Representative
• Dining Services: Data Entry
• Student Employment Office: Personnel and SEO Assistant
The Student Employment Office also has a listing of current available summer job opportunities both on an
off campus. The SEO is located at 215 College St., or call 786- 6303.

AROUND CAMPUS
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BEFORE...

Wednesday, march 20

Napoleon Chagnon brings the
Yanomamo’s plight to Bates

AND AFTER.

Renowned
anthropologist to
speak on March

24, 25
by Michelle Wong
Senior .Ruby Shamir experiences a range of emotions on March 12. From
tense to incredibly ecstatic, Ruby's honors thesis dragged her to hell, and
then back.
Paige Brown photo.

Security
Watch

SECURITY AND CAMPUS
SAFETY SERVICES PROVIDED
between March 1 and March 14,1996.
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Escorts
669
Fire Alarms
10
Lockouts
199
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Propped Doors
32
Safewalks
65
Criminal Trespass Warnings 0

CRIME STATISTICS
criminal activity reported between
March 1 and March 14,1996.
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Murder
Sex Offenses
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Burglary
Motor Vehicle Theft
Hate Crimes & Incidents
Assault
Bicycle Theft
Theft

0
2
0
0
3
0
1
0
0
7

DESCRIPTION OF CRIMES
Sexual Offenses:
03/05/96 - A female student reported to Security
and Campus Safety that during the fall semester
of 1995 she was sexually assaulted by a male
student at a campus residence. The student
decided not to take any further action.

Any of the approximate 300
students on campus who have
taken Professor Loring Danforth's
Anthropology 101 class (and read
the books) will recognize the name
Napoleon Chagnon.
" Chagnon, the world-famous
anthropologist who has focused on
the Yanomamo people of the Ama¬
zon Basin for the past 32 years, will
be on’ campus during March 24 and
25, to deliver three lectures on top¬
ics concerning perceptions of the
culture as Western influences con¬
tinue to invade the isolated terri¬
tory, perverting the ancient culture
and land physically, and also in the
ways outsiders perceive it.
Only a handful of remote vil¬
lages remain separate.
The first lecture, to be held
March 24 at 8 p.m. in Olin 105 is
titled "The Use of Interactive CDROM in Anthropological Teaching
and Research: The Yanomamo Ax
Fight." The second, to be held in

the same place the following day, is
called "The Politics of Giving Voice:
The Nasty Struggle Over Who
Speaks for the Yanomamo." Also on
March 25, Chagnon will deliver the
lecture "The: End of-a Human Era:
The Last Sovereign Tribe of the
Amazon Basin."
The lecture series "provides
students an opportunity to hear the
author, to talk to the author, and to
ask him questions," Danforth said.
Danforth cited a few reasons
why students familiar and unfamil¬
iar with the Yanomamo culture
might be concerned about the issues
surrounding them.
"Regardless of who has and
hasn't read the book, Chagnon's
work has been with a group of
people that have been largely un¬
touched by Western society," he in¬
dicated, "up until the Brazilians and
Venezuelans have been exploiting
them [in mining], and have shat¬
tered the idea of people untouched
by the world economy and world
systems."
"Chagnon will give insights
into hunting and gathering societ¬
ies, and how people move around,
and tribal warfare," Danforth said,
adding, "He will address the poli¬
tics of representing other cultures in
books and other materials."
Chagnon's visit is sponsored by
the Department of Anthropology
and the College's Lecture Commit¬
tee.

03/09/96 - A female student reported to Security
and Campus Safety and the Lewiston Police
Department that she was raped by a male student
known to her at a Bates college-owned residence.

Arrests
■ Liqour-Law Violation
■ Drug-Abuse Violation
■ Weapons Possession

0
0
0

Hate Crimes & Incidents
03/01/96 - A flyer for a party given by the GayLesbian-Bisexual Alliance was found defaced in
a men's bathroom in Chase Hall.

The State of Maine

,

,

Mosques movie theaters and money; New Hampshire
and Normal the Cat
■ Two acres of land near the University of Maine-Orono campus may be the site for the state's first mosque and Islamic center. If all goes according
to plan, construction will begin this summer. It's unlikely that the average Mainer (or Batesie) would know this, but there is an ever-increasing
population of Muslims in both the Bangor-Orono and Portland areas; Waterville and Augusta are hosts to a growing number of Muslims as well.
Right now, the closest mosques are in Massachusetts ... and it wouldn’t be fair to ask anybody to drive that far to worship. Maine Muslims are
hoping that the construction of a mosque will not only be beneficiaHp those of their faith, but will also help promote an understanding of Islam and
an end to negative stereotyping amongst others.
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■ The Lewiston Planning Board has recently decided to support an amendment of a city code in order to allow the operation of movie theaters in
the downtown area. A revision of the current zoning/land use code would allow for both the operation of a second-run theater slated to open in the
Bates Mill, as well as the running of movie theaters in business districts throughout the city.
■ A former Maine scoutmaster has been sentenced to a New Hampshire prison for violating a N.H. law that prevents those convicted of felonious
sexual assault from working with children. Peter Baer of Auburn, convicted of sexually assaulting boys in two states, was arrested in New Hamp¬
shire for volunteering to work in a school. Although there is no evidence of Baer attempting assault in New Hampshire, he will serve two to four
years in prison for breaking New Hampshire law. Aren't you just so proud of our Auburn neighbors?
■ Five Raymond selectmen donated $20 each for a total amount of $100 to be awarded al a cash prize at the latest Raymond town meeting.
Although it is not unheard of for towns to boost attendance at such democratic proceedings with raffles, the incentive of a cash prize is a new twist.
As Bob Mould would say, that's a good idea.
|i-,;
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■ After four days atop a Blake Street apartment house roof, N&rmal the cat was saved from his pinnacle of doom by veteran cat-rescuer Kenny
Pepin. Normal was kept in danger because the Lewiston Fireilepartment is finished with its cat rescuing days, and the Lewiston Police refuses to
risk the life of an officer for that of an animal. So it was up to a civilian to do the job. It figures.

EfCheck
this out
UPCOMING LECTURES

Bonnie Shnlman
On Thursday , March 21 at 7:
30 p.m. in Olin 104, Bates College
assistant professor of mathematics
Bonnie Shulman will give her lec¬
ture entitled,." One more cup of cof¬
fee before I go."
Shulman, recently profiled in
the Bates Alumni Magazine, is
scheduled to speak as part of the
Chaplain's Interfaith Council's on¬
going Last Lecture Series. The In¬
terfaith Council, comprised of
people representing different reli¬
gious organizations and faiths on
campus, began the series in the fall
of 1994. The theme of the Last Lec¬
ture series is, "If you had but one
lecture to give, what would it be?"
Thus far, the Interfaith Council
has been inviting various faculty
members to participate in the Last
Lecture Series. Last year, dean of the
college James Carignan spoke on
"Habits of the Hearts," and associ¬
ate professor of religion Marcus
Bruce gave a lecture titled "Daniel
and the Lion's Den." These lectures
are looked upon " ... as an opportu¬
nity to speak from the heart," ex¬
plains Avram, and accordingly
sparked a great deal of discussion
amongst faculty members last year.
Both Carignan and Bruce spoke
to a full house during the 1994-5
school year, and Avram expects no
less for Shulman's lecture. Shulman
was a top choice for the series "Par¬
ticularly because she's in mathemat¬
ics," says Avram, "she's someone
who bridges the sciences and the
text-based humanities." As well, the
previous two lectures were given by
Christian men, and the Interfaith
Council was interested in having
Shulman, who is both Jewish and a
woman, offer her perspective.

John Hinshaw
John Hinshaw, a labor historian
will deliver a lecture entitled "Why
Study Working Class History" on
March 21 at 5:00 p.m. in Skelton
Lounge. The public is invited to at¬
tend free of charge.
A visiting instructor in the his¬
tory department at Bates, Hinshaw
is also a visiting scholar with the
Institute for Studies in International
Education at the University of Pitts¬
burgh for 1995 -1996.
A consultant for "Struggles in
Steel: The History of AfricanAmerican Steelworkers," a docu¬
mentary film to be released later this
year, Hinshaw is the author and edi¬
tor of numerous publications con¬
cerned with race, ethnicity, and la¬
bor history, including the forthcom¬
ing book he co-edited with Paul
LeBlanc, "U.S. Labor in the Twenti¬
eth Century: Studies in Fragmenta¬
tion and Insurgency" (Humanities
Press, 1997).
Hinshaw received master's and
doctor's degrees from Carnegie
Mellon University. His bachelor's
degree is1 from Macalester College.
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Election 1996: If yon vote, read this.
Students give perspectives on election issues

Here’s to our health
Is health care a national cure-all or simply salt in America’s wound?
A look overseas
sheds light on
problems of
socialization

Further cuts in
national care
must be
prevented

by Jeremy Breningstall

by David Lieber

During the election campaign of
1992, in between puffs of marijuana
smoke and appearances on the
Arsenio Hall show, a great clamor
arose over the fact that there is a
health care crisis in theUnited States.
One thousand pages, a few tour
buses and two tepid ads later, and the
origins of that controversy seem to
have largely been forgotten. This
presumably means either that
everyone is feeling better, or that they
are too scared of the rabid foreigners
coming to stub their pitchforks to
notice. Life is wild and unpredictable
in an electorate with the attention
span of iced tea, and which is which
can be difficult to tell.
In any case, when health care
reform does become popular again—
and given the amount of money that
is being spent on it, it must—it might
be useful in considering the path that
reform should take to look at the
example of what has happened in
other
nations
following
implementation of formal legislation.
(Picture in your mind, if you will, the
grubby hands of government
grabbing the stethoscope and
surgical scissprs and entering the
operating room.)
Now there are many countries
that one might consider under this
endeavor, and if one were bored one
could try them all, but today's special
is going to be on the great land of
Great Britain. Britain operates under
a National Health Service, which
means that all basic services are
subsidized by the taxpayer and
provided either free of charge or at
minimal costs by government-run
establishments. While in the United
States we have a crisis resulting from
too much money being spent on
health care, Britain has a relatively
low level of expenditures, and its
Continued on Page 17
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Republican’s new deal to save gov’t, citizens billions
by Eric Darbe
What exactly are Republicans
proposing to do with Medicare that
scares President Clinton so much? In
the words of House majority leader
Dick Armey (R-TX): "We dare to trust
people to manage their own money."
Among the medicare reforms
being proposed by the Republicans
in Congress is a new idea: medical
savings accounts. This plan is
designed to encourage some of the
37.5 million seniors who are currently
covered by Medicare, to opt out of
the government program into a
private managed care program
where they will get more benefits at
less cost.
Under the new plan, seniors
who opt out of medicare would be
given a $5,000 voucher from the
government to pay for private
"catastrophic" health insurance.
With the money left over after buying
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the policy the retiree would open a
tax sheltered medical savings
account to cover routine medical
costs. The retiree would also deposit
some of their own money into the
., account.
By making the switch to medical
savings accounts, Republicans will be
making needed reforms in Medicare
that will benefit seniors and save the
federal government billions of
dollars. According to a study by the
consulting firm Milliman and
Robertson, many seniors would be
better off with medical savings
accounts. In addition, Milliman and
Robertson found that medical
savings accounts would save the
federal government almost $200
billion.
Medical savings accounts will
bring Medicare into the 1990s, and
improve the quality of health care
available to seniors, here's how. By
allowing seniors to keep the money
they do not spend in one year for the
■
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next, medical savings accounts create
an incentive to lower medical costs.
As seniors opt out of Medicare
private insurance companies will
compete for their business causing a
decrease in the cost of coverage. By
eliminating the inefficiencies of
government run health insurance,
fraud and abuse will decline which
will further lower all health care
costs. Finally, by saving the federal
government billions of dollars,
medical savings accounts will help to
balance the federal budget.
President Clinton does not like
medical savings accounts. He wants
to keep all medicare beneficiaries
trapped in the current fee-for-service
system. He feels that inside-thebeltway bureaucrats know what is
best for retirees. But, in a country
were the people are supposed to be
free, should not seniors have the
freedom to choose, on their own,
what is best for their health?
Republicans think so. Do .you?
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The United States remains the
only industrial country in the world
that has no program to guarantee
affordable health insurance for its
citizens. Cries of socialism and big
government emanating from the
Republican ranks do not compensate
for the fact that they have no proposal
to insure that all Americans will
receive health insurance. Forty-one
million Americans continue to
subsist without insurance. For them,
the common cold is a financial
nightmare.
Americans without health
insurance often shun preventative
care because of the enormous costs
that it entails. The common cold
might be a symptom of an illness that
is significant, but the uninsured will
only seek medical attention when the
illness becomes unbearable. The
costs, both in terms of health and
economics, are now substantially
greater than they would have been
had affordable insurance been
accessible for the individual afflicted.
The Office of Technology Assessment
released a study indicating that
uninsured individuals were twice as
likely to be at risk of dying when they
visit a hospital. Call it "socialism" if
you want, but access to health care
should not be dictated by economic
status.
The solution for many
Republicans in Congress appears to
be cutting Medicare and Medicaid by
$450 billion to help pay for a $245
billion tax cut for wealthier citizens
(this is what Republicans originally
proposed). Contrary to Republican
thought, the Democrats' health care
reform plan would not have
ballooned the deficit.
Former Senator George Mitchell
(D-ME) also proposed cutting
Medicare and Medicaid $450 billion,
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Article overlooked financial aid’s reality
To the Editor:
After
reading
Chris
Raffensperger's piece entitled
"Student aid: we may not be getting
the whole picture" [in the 3/13
edition of The Bates Student] I felt the
need to respond as a student
concerned with federal aid. Mr.
Raffensperger's points in this essay
seem to stem from his deep
connection with the Republican
phraseology concerning student aid,
and not fr(5m any great desire to
present the "whole picture" to his
fellow classmates. While I can claim
no clarity of vision in the grand
scheme of student aid, I certainly
would like to present the view of a
student who benefits from federal aid
(loans in particular).
Mr. Raffensperger's first point
has to do with a graduate student
who was allegedly dismissed from a
round table forum by President
Clinton due to his dissenting views
on student aid. While one dismissed
student does not make a "round table
of 'yes' men and women," I would
agree that this is a point of concern.
Outside of that, Mr. Raffensperger
seems more concerned here with
proving a conspiracy of liberal
politicians, than with outlining the
supposed blessings that will befall us
after accepting cuts in student aid.
That said I will move on.
Next I would address the
Republican's proposed five percent
cut in Federal student aid. Mr.
Raffensperger makes it clear that, in
his opinion, a five percent cutback is
unnoticeable in the average student's

aid package. Since the federal portion
of student aid represents only five
percent of all student aid, we won't
feel the pinch. I personally am left
pondering why a government that
spends enough money to accrue a
several trillion dollar debt (that's at
least a couple of
student's tuition
at
Bates)
contributes so
little to student
aid. The standard

automatically limits the type of
student who can apply for a loan.
Under the Republican's planned
abolishment of direct federal loans
only students whose parents make
above a certain amount of money
per/year would be eligible for a

Letters

federally

subsidized loan
allows you to
take out about
five thousand
dollars. That is
not very much considering the
standard state-school tuition is rising,
let alone the outrageous fees at
private institutions. If anything we
should be considering adding a
considerable amount of funds to this
beleaguered federal program;
definitely not depleting it.
The next point on Mr.
Raffensperger's agenda is the Direct
Loan Program. He argues that
students should not be able to
borrow directly from the government
since the government shows little
initiative in collecting unpaid loans.
Instead students should borrow from
banks. Banks unfortunately have
strict criteria concerning income,
specifically parental income, when it
comes to lending out money in the
form of student loans. In most cases
a bank would require the assurance
that either the parents or student
have a set yearly income, this

student loan. Imagine how many
students would be unable to attend
college or university, turned away
not because they lacked merit, but
becaus’e they are to poor to obtain a
loan.
According to Mr. Raffensperger,
the "other major Republican point is
that students should pay for the
interest on their loans." If we are still
taking about banks dolling out the
loans here, federally subsidized or
not, than this major Republican point
becomes rather frightening. Mr.
Raffensperger gives the figure of an
extra nine dollars a month added to
the regular student loan payment. I
would inquire where exactly this
bank is that charges such interest;
perhaps I should bank there. The
crux of the situation is the scarcity of
high salary jobs for students just out
of college or university. [Since] most
of us will be making just enough to

Affirmative on affirmative action?
Continued from Page 11

When my articles are published
this summer, the only thing readers
will see on the byline is my name:
Michelle Wong. There is no way that
anyone who doesn't know me could
know from my byline who I really
am, and where I'm from (white bread
America), from any other ChineseAmerican woman with a life not as
padded as mine.
I have accepted the job to serve
as an intern, knowing that I will also
serve as an Asian (name, at least) on
staff. I can't complain; I have a job
that I wanted and had worked hard
to get. But how can I not be
concerned about what all of this
implicates?
Affirmative action is not an
infallible program. Lest people
forget, humans are still involved in
making decisions about other
humans. Just like anyone else, I was
lucky that I wasn't one of the ones,
white
or
otherwise,
who
inadvertently fall through the cracks.
It was only after I was offered
this internship that I had the choice

to make the decision. But before I
had the option to accept or decline,
someone along the line had to choose
me. It is in this type of way that some
decisions are made for me, ones that
are simply out of my control.
■ Is ability or skin color more
important at Bates?
One of my professors, who also
serves as my major adviser, is white.
Incidentally, she was also recently
fired from the English department,
much to my dismay. A woman of
Indian heritage* Was‘hired irt her
place.
I wonder, as my advisor does,
was race a factor? I don't know.
People are talking, but no one knows
the truth.
I can only speculate that it was;
it was the first thing that came to my
mind when I learned of the outcome
of the English department's decision.
And as a person who knows this
woman as an person, rather than as
a representation of her race and
heritage as it can be broken down on
paper, I cannot help but believe my
gut feelings that her individuality,
and her individual contributions and
personal relations, were dismissed in

part because she has white skin
privilege in a majority-white
department on a majority-white
campus.
Affirmative action is not an issue
that is black and white, so to speak.
When the race card comes up, I
can only hope that managers who
know people for who they are do not
rashly dispose of the worth of
individuals and their abilities for the
sake of obtaining the seemingly
proper ethnic representation on staff.
If I knew that I were primarily and
conveniently hired as the token
"other," I would feel insulted, as if
my abilities somehow just weren't
good enough to get me the job
without my last name. This would
not only degrade me, but the
institution of affirmative action itself.
So, what I implore you to think
about for yourself are these
questions: what really counts the
most, how do things look, how are
they labelled, or how do they really
exist? Moreover, what do you do
about the individuals who are not
only lost during the process, but lost
afterward? I'm still grappling with
these issues myself as I struggle with
the choices I make.

subsist on, paying interest on often
huge student loans will only extend
the time period for paying off those
loans, and further elongate the
period during which we are nonviable consumers. This is more
detrimental for our consumption
based economy
than
any
impotence on
the part of the
government in
collecting

outstanding
debts.
Beyond
the economic
problems
of
those entering the work force, is the
idea of graduate study. Take for
example "student A": she or he has
worked their butt off at Bates and
gained acceptance at Dartmouth
Medical school. Dartmouth is a
40,000 dollar a year institution. She
or he is not independently wealthy
and has had to take loans while at
Bates and must continue to do so
throughout her three years at
Dartmouth.
As an intern at a hospital
(assuming she or he doesn't
specialize in brain surgery which
would incur another several years of
school) "student A" makes barely
enough to survive, but unless her
bank has instated a hundred year
plan for paying off loans she or he is
going to see a hefty portion of her or
his paycheck going to interest on
loans from various banks. That figure
of nine dollars, which Mr.
Raffensperger gave as the average

interest mark-up, doesn't seem quite
so minuscule when paying nine
percent interest on 40,000 dollars a
year; suddenly loans become an
enormous economic burden.
"Student A" is an extreme case, but
any student choosing to delay their
entry into the work force in order to
become a more efficient and viable
member of the economic community
should not be punished.
Lastly I take offense to Mr.
Raffensperger final comment
concerning interest on student loans
and "not making the taxpayers pick
it up." Who do you think the
taxpayers are? Republicans seem to
have this abstract concept of who
pays taxes. It is not some group of
faceless Republicans in the greater
Nebraska area who deplore the
decline in "family values" and
applaud the millions wasted in
weapons development. It is all of us.
We all have our wages garnered to
help pay for the programs which our
elected officials have set forth to
create and bolster against the test of
time.
If it is going to cost money to
finance student's educations then I
want my taxes going to help support
students both present and future.
Should a debt of "1.5 billion dollars"
(another of Mr. Raffensperger's
unsighted figures) be incurred as Mr.
Raffensperger suggests then we need
only sell two stealth fighters and
we'll have extra left over to give to
the N.E.A.
Chris Holmes '96

Republican health plan
feels good all over
Continued from Page 14

but his cuts were predicated on the
success of health care reform.
Guaranteeing universal coverage
would have substantially reduced
claims under Medicaid. Subsidies for
low-income people would have
supplemented their health insurance
with the caveat that these subsidies
would be phased out after a few
years.
Under Mitchell's plan, senior
citizens could retain their benefits
under the Medicare system, join
Heath Maintenance Organizations or
Preferred Provider Organizations, or
seek insurance through their
respective employers. I'll concede
that Mitchell's program might have
increased the deficit, but attaining
universal coverage should not be
dismissed simply because we've
entered the era of the balanced
budget.
Hope for meaningful health care
reform now lies in the Kennedy-

Kassebaum bill that is stalled in the
Senate. Drafted by Senators Edward
Kennedy (D-MA) and Nancy
Kassebaum (R-KS), the bill would
essentially prohibit insurance
companies from denying coverage to
people with preexisting conditions.
Insurance companies would also be
prohibited from refusing to provide
coverage for clients who switched
jobs. It would also protect
entrepreneurs who are attempting to
establish new businesses. There is no
excuse why Republicans and
Democrats can't work together to
pass this bipartisan bill.
Health care reform must be
addressed in the upcoming
campaign. The Kennedy-Kassebaum
bill is a good first step towards
meaningful health care reform. The
Unites States has the best health care
system in the world for those
fortunate enough to be insured by a
quality health program. But for our
fellow citizens who do not have
insurance, the system appears
primitive. Bridging this gap must
become and remain a priority.

The Bates Student

FORUM

Wednesday, March 20.

1996

Drinking Policy not the problem
by Andy Shriver

two dorms were legendary in their frequent inebriation and had been for
years. The Bill even made the High Times Magazine "HM100" list of great
places to smoke dope coming in at steamy number 69 that year. Does anything
of the same magnitude happen with the same frequency at Bates now? Nope.
Yet the rhetoric we hear from all comers is that this campus is as wet as
the inside of a beer can. The truth is that partying at Bates has been drastically
altered and reduced.

hink back to the middle of first semester and the resulting parties
and damage precipitated by the first Bates victory in football in over
four years. In response to the damage inflicted on Bates property by
celebrating (and probably drunk) students, several faculty, students
and administrators had strong words for the perpetrators and
accomplices. Several weeks later the President sent a letter to the college
community asking each and every one of us to look around and evaluate the
All of this has been perpetrated by the Administration and Faculty in the
social presence of alcohol at Bates. This
name of controlling substance abuse and changing the orientation of the
semester the RA held an open forum
campus community away from
on the Bates alcohol policy. In the space
alcohol and primarily dorm damage.
An intelligent approach to removing the
of less than one year the presence of
These are all commendable goals to a
alcohol at Bates has become more of an
but they are lacking in
inexcusably high dorm damage is to remove point,
issue than it ever has been, at least on a
intelligent thinking about alcohol and
college-wide level. But does the issue
student input. The powers that be at
those who cause the damage.
of Bates' alcohol use merit the criticism
this college are sneaking fundamental
that it often gets from administrators,
changes in the alcohol policy past
faculty and students? No. This place
students. With complete student turn¬
is much tamer than you might think or be lead to believe.
over every four years this is easy. We at least need to recognize this if not act
If you listen carefully to some conversations about alcohol use and abuse on
against it.
this campus you might think we all drank a case of beer a day, seven days a
A more intelligent approach to removing the inexcusably high dorm
week. This college is home to binge drinkers, as any college is, but to imply
damage at Bates is not to reduce the number of alcoholic events but to remove
the college is full of drunks is not accurate. Relative to past years of substance
those who cause the damage.
abuse, Bates is a vastly different place than say four years ago and I think
In this age of "inclusiveness" the College should accept alcohol as part of
much drier.
college life and include it as part of the community and thereby foster
Today, those who spend their time discussing alcohol abuse at Bates tend not
individual responsibility. One large step in this direction would be for the
to mention the antics of earlier Bates students that first acquainted me with
college to allow a bar on campus. A new student union should be built around
the Bates party scene. A comparison between then and now is revealing in
it. It would afford a new informal environment for students to socialize with
what it says about the place of alcohol here. Bates has not seen kegs on the
each other or professors. Of course it would have to be operated responsibly
front steps of Rand during Short Term in many years but it used to happen
within the lines of state and federal law but it would be easy enough to make
regularly before the infamous "Blue-Slip" came along. There are no more
work. Put CHC in charge, they are good at being picky about IDs and heaps
house parties on Frye Street several nights of the week. Those seeking a
of other inane things. If the College did not want the responsibility than I am
campus wide party to go to on Friday or Saturday night would not have been
sure someone would pay stacks of money to Bates to sell beer to college
disappointed with the usual choices of two or three parties per weekend, all
students. I would.
generally around the two to three dollar range. Now, the average student has
With or without a bar, Bates has gone far enough in making this campus less
maybe one campus-wide to ponder on the average weekend.
alcohol oriented. Removing alcohol is not the answer to the prolific dorm
And then there was the Bill and Milliken House. For proof of substance abuse
damage or the alcoholic orientation that supposedly exists here. The Faculty
go no further. In Short Term 1993 some Bill residents and their friends decided
and Administration should remember, relative to years past, that this campus
to deconstruct a wall; they found an old fire place after doing a couple
is not very wild at all. And they should recognize that the best way to keep
thousand dollars worth of damage dismantling sheet rock. It was a chilly
Bates a likable and livable place is to allow students their freedom to party as
Short Term. Burning couches on the side walk was another favorite pastime
they wish (no fires please!) and to hold people accountable for their actions at
that May in the Bill. The Bill was the proverbial party-a-minute and Milliken,
all times. To do otherwise would be to treat students as children and to ignore
then home to a large portion of the football team, was not far behind. These
the importance of individual responsibility.

ROCKS?! NOW YOU'RE
GOING TO BANG ROCKS
TOGETHER?/ WHAT ARE
TOO, NEANDERTHAL MEN7
THIS IS PATHETIC!
if

, I >1 '

Parental
guidance:
discipline
the drunks
To the Editor:
This letter is written to respond
to several articles and letters I have
read in The Bates Student. As a parent
of a Bates student and a potential
Bates student, I have strong opinions
concerning the Bates policy
regarding alcohol and individual
responsibility.
I have praised Bates' alcohol

Letters ^
to the Editor
policy to my friends in Texas who
send their children to schools in the
Southwest. College kids will drink.
Bates lets them drink on campus
(regardless of age). As a result, they
can walk to their dorms. This is so
much better than the Southwest
where there is no drinking (on
campus) and the kids drink, drive
and die.
I read about the two young
people who lived in Portland, were
associated with Bates, and died while
driving. To me, this highlights the
wisdom of the Bates administration
and my friends agree. 1 hope the
administration ignores its lawyers,
insurance carriers, et al. and
continues its unstated policy. The
administration will save more lives.
What I do not agree with is the
lack of enforcement of individual
responsibility by the Bates
administration. I received a
"prorated bill" of dorm damage last
semester. I really resented this bill
and wanted to refuse it. Whether
damage is done by drunken students
or students with the protest "du
jour," the students know who is
responsible for the damage. Bates
should hold the guilty students
accountable.
If my son had done the damage,
I would pay for it; I resent paying for
other people's actions and Bates'
administrators' weakness. If my son
has to pay a bill for damage he has
done, he will come home, face his
mother and me and understand
responsibility. However, I think, and
hope, he already does.
My
impression of many of your students
is they need to learn this lesson.
TBoys will be boys" is an overused
cliche. The events after the fall
football victory left me depressed this is America's best and brightest?
I hope not. Bates should teach
accountability.
An "A" to Bates on protecting its
students and an "F" in teaching
responsibility.
SincerefyJ ' 1 - t ; v n i I > :. i
Arthur J. Wright
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Outrageous British system prompts desocialization
Continued from Page 14

services reflect that.
All budget allocations are
dependent on the central
government, and, as such, patients
have little say in the quality of care
they are provided with. Those
seeking to see a doctor must first go
through a wall of receptionists,
whose primary responsibility is to
see that the Christian Scientists
eclipse the monarchy as the most
popular institution in Britain. After
a wait of up to one week, one is
occasionally permitted to see a
physician for the prime time of ten
minutes. This first hurdle, though, is
only the beginning.
With provisions of care being
decided far away in Westminster and
often being decided on criteria
entirely unrelated to demand, one
swiftly finds that the maintenance of
the system bears clear priority over
the individual's personal health. In
effort at cutting costs to keep pace
with whatever the current political
climate happens to be, doctors
generally wait for a history of illness
to be established before running
any tests (although they are usually
able to tell you whether you have a
fever or not). The running joke is that
NHS is good for "two billion quid
worth of Tubigrip," and the infirm
are advised to seek medical attention
early in the financial year, before the
money runs out. Bruce Wood, a

Despite all of the
turmoil, the National
Health Service is in
some respects a quite
convenient system, as
everyone is uniquely
qualified to blame
everyone else
Senior Lecturer at the University of
Manchester, writes, "Rationing has,
since 1950, become more and more
the dominant central feature of the
politics of health." One can see this
reflected on numerous levels.
For those seeking treatment that
is deemed non-urgent, the average
wait is now bordering on around 20
weeks. During the last general
election, a round of legislation was
passed in an effort at ensuring that
all patients requiring care be
admitted to a hospital within two
years of diagnosis. Most hospitals
have begun to meet this goal, though
it sometimes means cutting services,
enlarging lists or lengthening waits
for outpatient appointments.
At any given moment, there are
over one million people in Britain (a
country with a population around
one-fifth of the United States) waiting
to receive care. For those seeking to

get around this bureaucracy, serious
medical conditions are not deemed
much of an excuse, and those
arriving at the emergency room face
the likelihood of being turned away
(the exception being perhaps a heart
attack or decapitated limb). In
extreme cases, one can go to an
Emergency Centre, but must
telephone in advance to make an
appointment.
Enoch Powell, a former minister,
writes, "one of the most striking
features of the NHS is the continual
deafening chorus of complaint which
rises night and day from every part
of it." Who does one take these
complaints to? Probably not a
medical practitioner, as they are a bit
overworked and under pressure, and
may react adversely (picture a U.S.
postal worker, if you will). A
pamphlet put out by the General
Practitioners Emergency Services,
presumably under the pretense of
highlighting the availability of their
office, states: "GPs are often under
stress. ... It is not uncommon for a
GP to work all day, all night, and then
all of the following day."
With publicity like this, there is
no need for critics.
Despite all of the turmoil, the
National Health Service is in some
respects a quite convenient system,
as everyone is uniquely qualified to
blame everyone else -the patients can
blame the hospitals, the hospitals can
blame the regional boards, the
regional boards can blame the central
administration,
the
central

administration
can
blame
Parliament, and Parliament can
blame the patients. In the meantime,
the lines get longer, the costs get
higher, and no one really knows
what's going on. The structure is a
bit like the waves of an ocean, and
one seeking to change it had better
be prepared to blow hard.
So while more health care
reform is need in the United States
then has been implemented thus far,
when the time comes for that process
it will be important to keep things in
perspective. Reforms that emphasize
choice and self-determination (such
as perhaps insurance legislation or a
phased-in employer contribution)
present a more realistic alternative
that a government takeover, either

direct or indirect. You might say that
I am exaggerating about the British
system, and I suppose I am a bit, but
a hell of a lot less than you would like
to believe.
At present, the
government is quietly encouraging
people to go private, though an
eradication of the NHS is out of the
question, given the way it has
become such an engraved part of the
nation's life.
So, the next time some caring
Congressperson tries to bring
national health insurance to your
country, suggest that perhaps they'd
rather take their care elsewhere.
Jeremy Breningstall is currently
studying in Glasgow, or so he says...

In letter, student weighs drastic decision based on firings
Continued from Page 10
study at colleges and universities
nationwide. This included both
quantitative and qualitative analysis.
I also have had the opportunity to
assist Dr. Corcoran in his efforts to
reach out to the Lewiston/Auburn
community and have witnessed, first
hand, the enormous respect which
has been cultured in the region and
the state. I saw the nerve-wracking
yet successful effort to seek
accreditation for the Education
Department. These are just some of
the merits of this extraordinary
individual.
I was also witness to one of two
of the most ignorant decisions ever
made
by
Bates
College
administrators and faculty when
they denied tenure to one of the most
effective educators and team leaders
in the community. Those responsible
have alienated students, alumni,
faculty, some administrators, and a
plethora of community leaders by
ignoring their support of Dr.
Corcoran in favor of furthering their
own biased agenda. I was baffled by
this offensive decision). y 3 „ ,j >

My bafflement has turned to
"reassigned" to another advisor. I
utter disgust at the ongoing
have
treatment of the Corcoran issue, [and
enjoyed my experiences with some
is] compounded by a fresh insult: Dr.
other professors in the English
Laurie Teal has been my professor of
department, but I feel no academic
Women Writers, Modern British
compatibility with any of them.
Literature, and is currently teaching
Those
the Critical Theory course in which I
responsible for this decision have left
am enrolled. Dr. Teal is also my
many students who had working
advisor for my English major studies.
relationships and academic plans
Critical Theory is arguably the
with Dr. Teal out in the cold, ignored
most difficult class to teach or to take
just as her merits were.
at Bates College, and Dr. Teal has
Neither Teal nor Corcoran were
been able to challenge students to
informed prior to or during these
translate dense material into literary
demeaning processes of any area in
theory which can be understood and
which they could improve in order
retained. Upon.declaring an English
to become more attractive
major with a planned concentration
candidates. Instead of creating a
on Creative Writing, I requested that
forum in which one could hear
Dr. Teal be my advisor. The initial
constructive criticism, reportedly
stages of planning such an endeavor
final decisions have been levied by
have been critical, and she has been
individuals who have somehow
a great help in charting out my future
attained stature virtually beyond
academic path.
criticism, against educators who are
That future path has been
denied the opportunity to effectively
completely thrown out of balance by
respond. This structure of decision¬
the flawed decision of the Bates
making is a glaring hypocrisy from
College English Department and the
an "institution of higher learning."
school's
If I stay at Bates, the decision will
administrators hire a different
be based primarily on social,
individual instead of retaining the
extra-curricular, employment, and
services of a proven intelligent,
athletic connections. The academic
effective, and personable educator. I
sphere, the most important facet of a
havebeen'informed that' 1 will be '■ "college education; has been

effectively spoiled for me. My
unsolicited letters of support, my
enthusiastic teacher evaluations,
combined with the overwhelming
support from fellow students on
behalf of Laurie Teal and Peter
Corcoran, have been completely de¬
valued by this institution's hierarchy.
My opinion was never consulted
beyond what I spontaneously
offered. I was never informed of any
avenues I could take to express my
support for these two professors.
Other lingering concerns,
including the condescending attitude
given to credit consideration for
alternative programs, a hypocritical
attitude towards community
involvement, aspects of an
antiquated educational philosophy,
and the political nature of
educational decisions, have all risen
out of the shadow of my experience
and have become more potent
arguments to seek education
elsewhere. My motivation to learn
here has been quenched by the
selfish, uninformed, and harmful
decisions made by individuals
holding power at this school. Once
one of the most allegiant students to
Bates College, I must now look to
schools which I initially declined in
favor of attending Bates because of
fh*e"dpenh'eiy "I'pCrCeiVCd hehef '

Instead, it is here that I see what
sometimes feels like a campaign of
narrow-mindedness.
It is a
campaign, intentional or not, which
is seriously damaging the morale of
the student body. I hope that some
of these wounds may be reparable.
If constructive change does not,
however, occur, I will likely never be
able to think of Bates with the same
regard which I once did, and will not
feel any desire to support it following
my career here, nor would I
encourage support from my friends
and family.
I know of other pending faculty
decisions which are being addressed
with the same rigidity as was applied
in these two disgraceful conclusions.
I urge the powers that be at this
potentially great college to not only
cease such prejudice, but to
reconsider the mistakes they have
already made. Such an effort would,
perhaps, illustrate more of a devotion
to the people that truly make up this
school and determine its success: the
dedicated students, and gifted
faculty members such as Professors
Corcoran and Teal.
Sincerely,
David N. Kingdon, '98

talendV
Wednesday, March 20
Baha 'I New Year: The Maine Baha
'i Youth Workshop will perform,
and there will be deserts and danc¬
ing. 7:30 p.m. in the Mays Center.

Friday, March 22
Concert: The Bates College Choir, di¬
rected by John Corrie, performs
several unaccompanied motets by
various Renaissance composers,
three compositions by David Car¬
penter '94, texts by Emily Dickinson
and the Requiem by Gabriel Faure.
Soloists are Marian Drake '99, so¬
prano; John Shim '99, tenor; and
Eric Cullenberg '96, baritone. Olin
Arts Center Concert Hall at 8 p.m.
Dance Concert: The Bates Modern
Dance Company performs its an¬
nual spring concert, Backdrops For¬
ward, with works by students, fac¬
ulty and guest artists. ‘Admission:
$6/$3. Schaeffer Theatre at 8 p.m.
Music Marathon: The mother of all
music marathons featuring local
and hard-core acts and a second
stage with acoustic rock perform¬
ers and Bates's own bands. 8 p.m.
in Chase Hall. $3 with I.D. (see ar¬
ticle).
Strangefolk: Burlington band returns
to Bates for another performance.
10 p.m. in the Mays Center.

Saturday, March 23
Concert: Bates College Choir (see
Friday listing above). Olin Arts
Center Concert Hall at 8 p.m.
Dance Concert: The Bates Modem
Dance Company (see Friday listing
above). Schaeffer Theatre at 8 p.m.

Sunday, March 24
Concert: Bates College Choir (see
Friday listing above). Olin Arts
Center Concert Hall at 2 p.m.
Dance Concert: The Bates Modern
Dance Company (see Friday listing
above). Schaeffer Theatre at 2 p.rn.

Tuesday, March 26
Noonday Concert: James Richter,
trombone, and James Parakilas, pi¬
ano, perform works by J.S. Bach and
others. Olin Arts Center Concert
Hall at 12:30 p.m.

Submit your art!
The Bates Art Society has just an¬
nounced a student art exhibit that
will take place over Short Term.
Submissions will be taken the first
week of Short Term. This is open
to any and all - start working!
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Dance your way into Spring
by Melissa Young

mances, got a chance to leave Bates
recently to perform in a competition
over February break. Since the be¬
With multiple activities taking
ginning of the semester, the Com¬
place this coming weekend—the
pany has worked with Randy James,
Choir Concert, Strangefolk, and the
a choreographer from New York who
"Battle of the Bands," to only name
created
"Susie and Swoosie Soiree."
a few—you should not forget the
The Company worked with James
Modern Dance Company's Spring
and performed this piece at Smith
Performance. In fact, you should call
College for the American College
this week to reserve tickets for this
Dance Festival, where about 100
performance, because the Dance
pieces were performed, the top ten
Company always sells out.
of which won the competition.
The Modem Dance Company,
"Though we did not make the
under the artistic direction of Marcia
top ten," Erin stated, "we felt that we
Plavin, Lecturer of Dance, is putting
did well."
on their Annual Spring Performance.
The Company also recently per¬
Plavin's Composition class will be
formed on campus with the Bates or¬
dancing, as well as the eight danc¬
chestra and Chamber Singers in
ers who make up the Dance Com¬
Henry Purcell's "The Faerie Queen".
pany, and other familiar faces.
According to Erin, they are looking
forward to this coming fall when
■ What is Modem Dance?
Michael Foley, a dancer in New York
and an 1989 Bates graduate, will be
Modern Dance is a difficult
teaching a dance seminar at Bates.
form of dancing to define. It is char¬
Because there are 15 pieces to be
acterized by freer movements than
performed in this weekend's show,
the structured ones used in ballet or
the Dance Company is dividing them
tap. It is not concerned with body
into 3 groups. Each group will con¬
image, unlike the uniformity in¬
sist of mixed styles of dance, making
volved with ballet. Modem dance
the performances diverse. Music will
is liberal and is a performance art.
vary
from Mozart to Marvin Gaye to
Lindey
Tangel
'99
and
Erin
Gottwald
'98
reherse
"Susie
and
Swoosie's
Soiree"
Dancers can also become involved
k.d. lang. Also look for a piece from
by guest choreographer Randy James.
Photo courtesy of College Relations.
with modern dance at almost any
Marcia Plavin and guest artists,
age, unlike other forms of dance
Randy James, and Elizabeth Hansen
other hand, however, it can be a good
where they need to start very young.
Gottwald explained, "We want to
from Lewiston.
thing,
because
you
get
to
dance
in
all
Most of the pieces to be per¬ reach out to create our own reper¬
The Dance Company is looking
the pieces.
formed this weekend come from the toire, so that we can get together
toward a more structured repertoire
Young: What are some reason
Composition class, though the more often and become more orga¬
by seeking more committed and
that contribute to the lack of males?
nized, like a club."
"core" group,
dedicated dancers.
Kovacevic: I
As is apparent
who you may
Its members said
think it goes
from the above
have seen in past
they hope to be¬
back to the 'if
roster, there are
performances, is
come more serious,
'The Company
you are a male
more
also contribut¬ "We want more men. many
so that they can
you
don't
women than men
ing. The "core"
It doesn't matter if who in the Com¬ dance, only the worked with [Randy] again perform be¬
group of dancers,
females
do' James and performed yond the Bates cam¬
and there¬
who make up the
they haven't danced pany
pus. Another sell¬
idea... [and also]
fore, Erin said,
official Dance
out this weekend
the
Modern
"We want more
Company, con¬
[afpiece at Smith
before. We are
would] be another
Dance Com¬
men. It doesn't
sist of Erin
step toward that
College for the
pany may not be
looking for
matter if they
Gottwald '98,
goal.
as prominent of
haven't danced
R a s t k o
American College
"We really want to
dedication."
a group right
before. We are
Kovacevic '96,
become
better
now,
so
people
looking
for
dedi¬
Jessica Bavier '98,
Dance Festival.
Erin Gottwald '98
known at Bates and
may not be
cation."
Deirdre Dastous
to attract more
aware of us.
'99,
Jill
dancers," said Erin.
More
men
■ (He's your) pri¬
Ambrosino '96,
should
dance
though,
because
it
is
vate
dancer,
the
Company's
leading
Cara Malarek '96, Lyndsey Tangel
The Bates Modern Dance Company will
great for developing coordination
'99 and Elizabeth Eckblom '99.
man
perform
groups AB on Friday March 22,
and
muscles.
Presently anyone can join the
groups BC on Saturday March 23, both
Dance
Company,
although
Young: What is it like to be the
at 8 p.m., and groups CA on Sunday
■ Moving steps
Gottwald, who is choreographing only male in the company?
March 24 at 2 p.m. in the Schaeffer The¬
one piece and dancing in six others,
Kovacevic: It is weird being the
atre. Tickets are $6 for general admis¬
The
Modem
Dance
Company,
in
said that the eight members are look¬ only male in a mostly female com¬
sion and $3 for seniors. Free to Bates
addition to putting on its annual
ing for a more unified group. In hop¬ pany. At first it was lonely, at least it
students.
Parent's
Weekend
and
Spring
Perfor¬
felt
like
that
in
the
beginning.
On
the
ing to become a real dance company,
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Willfully lustful: a ticket to laughs
by Gussie Falleder
On the eve of St. Patty's day,
Bates College students take to throw¬
ing themselves in the ice of the
puddle in declaration of their Irish
pride. The Puddlejump, aborderline
rite-of-passage-esque event, like
Newman Day, is, at the most, an idi¬
otic aspect of Bates culture and, at the
least, an absurd display of
comraderie. Meanwhile, not far from
the puddle last Sunday night, the
production of the absurd comedy
"Free Will feWanton Lust" closed its
run in the dark of Gannett Theater.

Act I is in the style of
a Noel Coward
English bedroom
comedy, while the
secomd act addresses
the audience in a
Brechtian tone
examining the
political almost
explicitly.
The play, received well by the
Bates community, featured a youth¬
ful yet talented cast supported by a
superior text and highlighted by the
reflective direction and design of
Scott Boston '96. This production
was an independent study show
crafted by Boston employing the text
of a contemporary New York City
playwright, Nicky Silver. (Boston
explained to the audience prior to
performance, Silver's recent work
"Food Chain" is currently running in

The play, received
well by the Bates
community, featured
a youthful yet
talented cast
supported by a
superior text and
highlighted by the
reflective direction
and design of Scott
Boston '96.
New York.)
The show opens to the living
room of an upper class New York
home. Two lovers sit kissing and
adoring each other. Claire, played by
Samantha Sian '99, the forty-some¬
thing hypersexualized Mrs. Howltype, asks for a drink when her lover,
reckless macho struggling artist Tony
(Zach Harvey '98) refuses her an¬
other round of knocking boots due

to his exhaustion. The red spot, up
stage left, illuminates the makeshift
liquor table, which serves as a cata¬
lyst for exacerbating the conflict be¬
tween the characters. Soon we are
introduced to Claire's children, the
epitome of teenage angstdom, Amy,
her fifteen year old pregnant brat,
played by Sara Trachtenberg '99, fol¬
lowed by Phillip (Jonathan Pereira
'98), the understated yet complex
sickly favorite child. To round out
the cast we soon meet Phillip's fian¬
cee, Vivian (Arin Arbus '99), a mousy
intellectual he met in England.
Slan-has a firm command of the
charm arrd posture of her character.
She is a strong lead with a thought¬
ful pace. Harvey has a playful, but
at times flat, tone which incidentally
worked well with Arbus's sincere
The nervous Phillip, Jonathan Pereira '98, sits with his fiancee Vivian, played
performance of a young intellectual
by Arin Arbus '99 upon first visit to his strange home.
Paige Brown photo.
questioning the dimensions of
beauty. She has a subtle versatility,
nurture." Conceptually and some¬
fluidity that was essential to the
which is important for the quick text.
what stylistically, the text has ele¬
show, but it was held up by a sharp
Trachtenberg has an unpolished
ments similar to Caryl Churchill and
and intelligent text, an excellent
grasp of dialogue and physicality but
Christopher Durang, both contempo¬
choice by Boston.
is very expressive in her execution.
rary playwrights who explore the
Boston chose a fantastic text and
She appeared in sync with the flow
complexities of sexuality and family.
a did a good job at exploring that text
of the play, supporting others when
Boston said that he reflected strongly
for images and moments. His knowl¬
they were not. Pereira was very good
on the political space of Brecht and
edge of many different elements of
in Act I—juxtaposed with the manic
the sexual space of Coward.
theater
production is apparent, but
behavior of the rest of the characters,
In discussing these two different
in this production, he does not fully
his calmed demeanor and tension
styles used in theater, Boston ex¬
connect this knowledge. Each ele¬
were excellent. Act II, meanwhile,
plained afterwards that he "tried to
ment—lights, text, genre—are ad¬
belongs to him textually, but at times
convey with the light design two dif¬
dressed in an isolated way; we do not
it is hard to tell his madness from his
ferent worlds." Boston makes an ef¬
see the production as a coherent,
sadness, humor and rage. He has
fort to create these separate spaces,
fluid piece. With more time and guid¬
many good moments within his sec¬
however at times, the light changes
ance Boston's direction and design
ond act monologue where he controls
were a little choppy and could have would have been crisp, polished and
pace and plays with and to the audi¬
been timed better. The set was mini¬
would have worked with the text in¬

ence in a very comfortable and dy¬
namic way.
Silver's play is excellent. He is
direct in asserting a comparison of
popular theatrical aesthetics. Act I is
in the style of a Noel Coward English
bedroom comedy, while the second
act addresses the audience in a
Brechtian tone examining the politi¬
cal almost explicitly. This Brechtian
approach to theater dialogue has
much to do with the actor's confron¬
tation of the audience. Where Act I
remains latently political at times,
through the humor of Act II, Silver
purports some major issues about
motherhood /childrearing, sexuality,
and the human condition, "nature or

mal and allowed for the actors move¬
ments which at times were a bit dis¬
tracting but also necessary in relation
to the action of the text. The costumes
were thoughtful in their design and
added another clear visual dimen¬
sion in an understated fashion.
The direction could have served
to give the cast a bit more cohesion,
while instead it primarily pursues the
aesthetic comparison and other times
is absent. There were some stronger
points at the end of Act II which
worked well with the conflict, but at
times characters spoke with their
backs to the audience and meandered
around the set without a focus.
All in all, there was a missing

stead of being supported by the text.
Boston has a good knowledge
and understanding of theater space.
When he fakes a more assertive role
as a director and considers the visu¬
als/ tableaus on the stage, he will be
a fine director because he has an abil¬
ity to expose textual complexities.
"Free Will & Wanton Lust" was a
great display of developing talent. ■
In general, this weekend's pro¬
duction of "Free Will & Wanton Lust"
was great fun. The production fea¬
tured, in Boston's words, "a fabulous
cast." He praised: "They worked
hard to get the show together, espe¬
cially in this last week. It is impos¬
sible to overstate their work." Bos¬
ton emphatically thanks his stage
manager Megan Dyer '99 and also
offers thanks to his family and his
advisor Professor Martin Andrucki in
the Playbill. The individuals in¬
volved are young and promising. Is
it trite to say that I think we'll see
more of them? There's a lot of energy
and talent here.
We are fortunate at Bates to have
the ability as students to explore the
design and direction elements of the¬
ater, while as audience members we
are able to view the working progress
of our peers.
The next two short student run pro¬
ductions this semester will be "Mask you
l-i-n-(e) it y," senior Alex Komlosi's in¬
terdisciplinary thesis performance and
"Mud," senior Sarah Koehler's Theater
department directing thesis production.
They will show the March 29 and 30, and
April 6 and 7, respectively.

Write Arts, Write Arts, Write Arts, Write Arts, Write Arts - five times fast
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Two stages.
Ten bands.
Four bucks
(three with id).
One night.
Get ready to pop an eardrum be¬
cause the Monster Music Marathon
is heading to town. Featuring ten
outstanding bands, this concert event
hopes to return year after year to of¬
fer local musicians a venue and an
atmosphere for great performances.
This year, the concert will showcase
the local talents of the hardcore bands
Uncle Jack, Theory of Negativity, and
Cradle II Grave, all of which have
local suport in the Lewiston/ Port¬
land music scene. The up and com¬
ing New York band Porcelain Fish¬
bowl, recently found headlining at
such staple clubs as CBGB's and Cafe
A Go Go in New York City, will join
the bill. Headlining the mainstage is
the national act Dismay, currently
getting ready for a tour in Europe,

featuring Bates alum Jaime Lathrop
on guitar.
But the excitement doesn't stop
there! A second stage will bring the
headliner Poor Yorick, a popular al¬
ternative rock band from
Massachussetts, who play weekly to
sold-out crowds in their hometowns.
Joining them will be the Bates Col¬
lege bands Mark Erelli Group, Gos¬
samer, and Groove Tonic, all popu¬
lar among the Bates crowd. The
newly formed punk-rock group Chil¬
dren Fed Fried Rats will round out
the bill.
Don't miss this event, to be held
Friday, March 22 in Chase Hall at
Bates College in Lewiston, which is
sure to be the premium concert hap¬
pening of the year j
Tickets are $4 single, $7 for two,
$3 with Bates I.D. Doors open at 7:30
p.m.
-Daniel Shaw

Also appearing will be "Nucca
Sammich" featuring Aaron Hewitt
'97 and Dave Pugh '96, as well as
Aaron Belinfanti's band with Jay
Pringle '98 and DJ Tats.
This is an all-ages, non-alcoholic
show.
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Lazy Lightning will be playing cov¬
ers of some Dead tunes at Stone
Coast Brewing Company, 14 York
St., at 8 p.m. Tix: $2. 773-2337.

Friday, March 22
The Public Theatre, Lewiston/
Auburn's Professional Theatre Co.
presents "Love Letters" by A.R.
Gurney. Starring from the hit NBC
series E.R. Ellen Crawford and
Mike Genovese. Fri. at 8 p.m. for
$15, Sat. at 8 p.m. for $25 (includes
a Meet the Cast Post-Show recep¬
tion), and Sun. at 2 p.m. for $15.
782-3200.
Paul Zindel's black comedy, "And
Miss Reardon Drinks A Little," pre¬
sented by Portland Players, tells the
story of three sisters who learn to
cope and care for each other despite
their differences. At 420 Cottage
Rd., S. Portland, at 8 p.m. Shows
through April 6, Fri. & Sat. at 8 p.m.,
Sun. at 2:30 p.m. Tix: $13 ($10 open¬
ing night). 799-7337.
The Oakland Ballet will perform at
the Maine Center for the Arts in
Orono at 8 p.m.
The Prism Jazz Band with vocalist
Agata Pisco and special guest art¬
ist Jean-Paul Poulain will perform
at the Thomas J. Elias Performing
Arts Center, Madison Jr. High at
7:30 p.m. 696-8313.

Saturday, March 23
Todd Webb, a Bath resident, has
been photographing America for 50
years. The Portland Museum of Art
is presenting an exhibit of his work
at 7 Congress Sq. Hours: Tues.-Sat.
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Thurs. 10 a.m.-9
p.m., and Sun. noon-5 p.m. The ex¬
hibit shows through June 30.

ing. From that point on, I was
hooked.
For someone who once com¬
The band got its birth at the Uni¬
plained about the music scene here
versity of Vermont, when singer/
at Bates, I think it is time to shut my
guitarist Reid Genaur (UVM '94) met
mouth and open my ears.
up with guitarist Jon Trafton (UVM
For some reason that can only be
'95) in his sophomore year. Like a
certain other band
explained as
from Burlington
miracle,
we
who spell their
have
been
name phonetically,
treated to a vir¬
tual onslaught
the two got their
start jamming on
of excellent mu¬
and around the
sic since the
campus. Because
February break.
Trafton's guitar
Most notable in
this Renaissance
stretches the music
would be the
spectrum in a way
that cannot be con¬
performance of
tained within an
Chick Corea.
acoustic duo, the
But in the wake
addition of Luke
of his storm fol¬
Reid Genaur playing at Paradise in Smith's steady
lows a pleasant
Boston.
Wyatt
Wartels photo.
_
drumming and
list of upcoming
Erik Glockler on
musical perfor¬
mances, many of which are being
bass was a complete necessity. From
provided by student groups other
there, they began a terrific uphill
than the Chase Hall Committee.
journey.
According to Burlington's Club
Last Friday the Outing Club
brought us pulse driving Shu from
Metronome general manager Russ
Glenn's Falls, NY, followed the next
Weiss, "These guys are going some¬
where ... I have never been so cer¬
night by CHC's Ziggy Marley ex¬
travaganza. In this next week Bates
tain ... I haven't been this excited
about a band since the Blues Traveler
will be treated to performances by
Burlington, Vermont sensations. On
days cornin' out of Wetlands Preserve
Friday night Strangefolk will play,
in New York City in the mid-80's.''
followed on Thursday by Jamie
To characterize Strangefolk's
Maysfield's Jazz Mandolin Project.
music is difficult. "Power folk" is a
term that many use when equating
What excitement!
Strangefolk's return to Bates
the high energy, dancer-friendly na¬
ture of the music with soulful and
should be greeted with much enthu¬
earnest vocals. As Ben Managhan of
siasm and joy. For those of you who
sunk into the depths of Page Hall's
the Portland Free Press noted, "In an
beer pit last spring to hear
age that has exhausted the often selfStrangefolk, please understand the
indulgent themes of death, despair,
growth that this band has made since
and self-abhorrence, Strangefolk is
that fateful evening. Because I was
singing about broader, more encom¬
touched by their music that night, I
passing life experiences
headed down to Portland this past
Strangefolk harmonizes and grooves
fall with the trusty D.K. Pontes '97 at
with a tightness that recalls the very
my side. What a difference threebest of the genre." Genaur's voice
months of playing and five-feet of
speaks to the listener in a storytelling
manner. He speaks of love-lost, the
head space can make for a band. The
same four-guys were standing on the
environment, and happy days.
Granny Killams stage, but their mu¬
Above all, they are four guys play¬
sic was far more intense and fulfill¬
ing music for the sake of music, in a

Tuesday, March 26
The Portland Symphony Orchestra
presents' Bach/Mahler "Suite from
the Orchestral Works," Bartok
"Dance Suite," and Brahms "Sym¬
phony No. 4 at the State Theatre
Tuesday and Wednesday at 7:30
p.m.

Ongoing Exhibits
There is currently a Maine College
of Art Faculty Exhibition running
through March 31 at the Maine Col¬
lege of Art. Free and open to the
public Tues. through Sim. 11-4 p.m.
and Thurs. 11-9 p.m. 775-5152.
Stephanie Torbert Exhibition is in
the Maine College of Art's Photo
Gallery at the Baxter Building, 619
Congress St., Portland. 775-5154.
Phillipe Halsman: A Gallery of
Stars documents twenty years of
Halsman's ability to capture the
"star quality" of some of America's
favorite entertainers. At the Port¬
land Museum of Art.
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Green
mountain
folk
With popularity soaring, Strangefolk returns to Bates to dedicated fans
by Wyatt Wartels
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fun and professional manner.
On January 18, Strangefolk re¬
leased their first CD, Lore, to a soldout crowd at the Paradise in Boston.
Its release culminated a few years of
hard work and creativity. The 8-track
demo that preceded it had sold 2,000
copies and was the next big step for
this growing band. Because it was
recorded at Archer Studios in
Colchester, Vermont, with Dan Ar¬
cher (who recorded Phish's Junta,
Lawnboy, and Picture Nectar) the
album is well polished. According
to Seven Days, a Vermont local pa¬
per, the self-released album is "as
smooth and full-bodied as a good
Merlot, it follows the band's trajec¬
tory from lilting, socially conscious
folk-rock to rollicking, Dead-inspired
hippie-rock." In the studio the band
was able to do things that they could
do on the stage. As a result,-they have
an 11-track collection that'well ex¬
plains their many influences. Of
course, as with almost all music, one
cannot fully appreciate Strangefolk's

■ •

sound unless they witness them
onstage.
For this reason, it is very excit¬
ing to have Strangefolk back to Bates.
While they are playing to 7004people nowadays, the Bates concert
will take place in the Ben Mays Cen¬
ter, quite possibly the best musical
venue on campus next to the Olin
Concert Hall. The acoustics are ex¬
cellent, and the space is attractive and
ideal for dancing. What is more, the
ticket price is a mere $2!
From talking to the band, it is
quite obvious that they are psyched.
One should not miss this musical
event. It will be a refreshing, uplift¬
ing musical experience.
As Luke O'Brien '97 summa¬
rized after seeing the band earlier this
winter, "A Strangefolk show is a full
meal. I mean, it is weed, and other
roughage, topped off with a delicious
dessert that drives you back for
//
more.
Let us rejoice in this terrific mu¬
sic.

Eclipsing the medium

Advertising, it is clear, does not really exist. Amongst all of the things that one could cling to,
could hold on to with both hands—in the midst of all the materials, and the possessions, there would
be no advertising. There are products, ways of life, gestalts of images, of ideas that one can buy and sell.
ADVERTISING
There are able-bodied men and women, who will pawn their labor, like Marx says, for wages, rather than
by
having control over their respective fruits. They are there, and there they are. Representations are imagined, are
Josh Vallee
fictitious, are basic lies. One cannot have advertisements. One can only respond to them with clarity of thought
and action. Buy this, and that, or don't buy this one. Vote yes, but avoid no-name brands. Command and response.
Eat and sleep. Of course, this is terribly un-post-modern of me. Why, of course we can have ads—in fact, let me tell you a
little story, if I may peek through this fourth wall for a moment: Some time ago, I realized that it wasn't that advertising didn't
exist so much as the fact that it represents itself as not necessarily being for sale. In a sense it asks to be bought, but what one
receives is a misrepresented product rather than the desirable advertisement. If I buy Mentos candy, I don't get the kitschy, happygo-lucky faux-European world of its commercials, or the lovely French looking women in tiny French looking cars. I get strange, chewy
ellipses that go away after I've consumed them. That is the story, anyway, but I realized one day, one fine fine day, that these advertise¬
ments may be had in their naked forms. I looked up in the convenience store, and there, plastered upon the soda case, is a window decal,
magically adhering to the glass (in fact, water is all that is necessary for the fixture of these otherwise nonadhesive stickers). I peeled, and suddenly,
this transparent, ghost of a thing was mine. I know that stealing is not the proper word for this activity, for the product worth of the in-store window
decal is zero, the sticker not being sold for retail. One could argue that it generates revenue, but I argue against the insidious nature of this particular ad
style. Blah. Now, of course, I have nearly twenty of these stickers, and am terribly happy with my collection, which boldly proclaim the worth of
countless soft drinks, dairy products, and more. These are free-floating advertisements, the signifier divorced from its signified. I am post-modern, hear
me whine. I realize that what attracts me to these signs is their glossiness, their availability and their produced apparentness. They seem to be meant to
be owned, but are of course not owned. It isn't clear whether anyone ever paid for them, or if they simply appear. More blah. Anyway, I would feel
entirely remiss if I didn't promote a sort of call to arms over this, so I implore the vast readership of The Bates Student (and, I imagine, the equally
overwhelming audience of this particular column) to participate in this civil disobedience, if I may entirely corrupt Thoreau. Go out there and remove the
most glorious window decal from their dairy case perches, and mount them on your own windows. Announce that you, too, carry Oakhurst as the
.numbero.ne Mamermlk source,.that you too a.re.where Cote can be found, thatfoco Bell is here. Decenter the source,America, E.clipse.themedium..
ON THE WORLD OF

Sports

With sports action being on

Wednesday, March 20, 1996

A real renaissance man
by Daniel Hooley

I remember clearly the dark,
cold days back in the winter of '94
my feet slowly walking, my head
bent braced against the sharp wind
as I made my way to yet another day
of work. Merrill gym seemed to me
an evil place, its grey hue lurking
ominously ,8ver me and the tower¬
ing banks of snow that surrounded
me. Getting in from the cold, my
pupils would grow increasingly
smaller as the bright colors of the
tubing inside made me think some¬
one had cruelly tried to recreate Le
Centre Pompideu. 1 would walk
past the front desk, nod cordially to
the receptionist, and split the double
doors leading into the adjacent cor¬
ridor. Suddenly, something would
come over me. My head would lift
and any reluctance I had would
slowly disappear as upon opening
the next door my eyes would meet
his, and that boyish grin that is the
staple of his features, would erase
any trace of the frown that sat so
comfortably upon my face minutes
earlier. His hand would slowly ex¬
tend to meet mine, as the respect he
has for others is a formality to those
who know him. I would grab his
hand, his firm grip fifty and some
odd years in the making, and we
would shake jovially, a "How's it
going Danny Boy," ending the wel¬
come.
Work? I would shake my head
almost instinctively, as putting down
my things I would feel like giving
myself a swift kick in the pants. $4.27
an hour? Hell, I should be paying
them. Probably sounds like I'm writ¬
ing some Wordsworth for Keats eu¬
logy, my tone full of lament, as the
earth must struggle to pick up the
pieces after the passing of a mortal.
Sorry. This man is living, a living
legend, mind you, his 72 inches and

some change, seen on any given day
within the confines of Merrill Gym¬
nasium. At present, Brian Flynn, class
of '56 is the equipment manager, re¬
sponsible for outfitting a good major¬
ity of our campus' teams. But that is
just an inkling of what this man is ca¬
pable of. His biography reads like a
Walter Mitty daydream, except his ac¬
complishments are the truth. Name
it, he has probably done it, done it
with such excellence marking his ef¬
forts that one is often left gasping for
air after even a brief conversation with
him.
What, you think he's a praiser of
his own past, a trumpeter of his own
triumphs, a blowhard? Yeah, and
General Patton was into Barbie Dolls.
You see, Brian tells his stories as if
someone else has lived them, his de¬
tachment a sign of his modesty, him¬
self surprised, his life a movie. Ever
grateful, Brain knows his life is more
than a mix of talent, determination,
and Irish Luck. Its sheer drama, of
the Shakespearean variety, encom¬
passing every aspect of life, himself
the director. Even good Willy couldn't
write this one.
So what has he done you ask?
Well, he hasn't translated the Bible
into several languages, hasn't climbed
K2, or flown solo around the world.
But he has flipped a two-ton UPS
brown truck going over sixty miles an
hour and walked away with mere
skin abrasions. He has made spec¬
tacular catches against our rival
Bowdoin, our one time rival Maine,
and been on the all-Maine team. He
completed a double-major at Bates, he
was an athletic thespian. He has
taught English and coached champi¬
onship athletic squads. He was a prin¬
cipal, is a sure shot at the race track,
and was a state-finalist in ski jump¬
ing in high school - his one and only
time competing competitively. He
along with his wife, has given birth

Brian's life isn't limited to things that are of the athletic variety. As the above
proves, he has an all-star heart._Page Brown photo.

More Spring Previews Next Week

Handling life with aplomb, Brain Flynn is rumored to have run a sub-four
minute mile, among other things._Page Brown photo.
to five beautiful children, four girls
heartwarming, cite Brian Flynn as the
and a boy, all of whom continue the
source and your fine; he's done it all.
legacy that is the Flynn name. He
As I finish brushing up on my
has created a niche of his own in a
Brian Flynn trivia knowledge, Brian
family that has its share of accom¬
grabs a cassette and hits play on the
plishments. Brother of Bob - him¬
stereo that rests upon his desk. To¬
self a living legend and one-time
gether, we, well, I moan, and he sings,
professional athlete - and uncle to
a beautiful rendition of "The Rose" Becky - a current Bates head coachthe song he sung at his daughter's
Brian knows competition, his blood
wedding. In the background my
breeds it. That blood is definitely
friends play a game of table tennis on
garnet, as his father and son are both
the laundry table, the harsh drone of
Bates alumnus. He has sung a beau¬
the dryer behind them serving as ap¬
tiful baritone at his daughter's wed¬
plause. They smile, probably embar¬
ding - no doubt a talent his mother
rassed by my singing, inspired by
left him, as she herself was once a
Brian's, their game appropriate for the
legend on the ivory keys of the pi¬
atmosphere - fun, a bit crazy, a little
ano. Unknowingly, he has served as
out of control. Brian laughs, his smile
the "grandfather I never had," to
turning to alarm as I decide to wield
many Bates students, including my¬
a racket and give the ball a good
self. Less noteworthy accomplish¬
whack aimed at my friend. "You
ments, that may not fall under leg¬
know Danny, I knew you were going
endary status, but would give even
to do that," he says, as if the boy in
Ghandi a lesson in humanity, in¬
him has just met me the kid. We
clude entertaining his many grand¬
laugh, he pats me on the pack, and I
children and tending to his prized
gather my things to catch up with my
garden during the summer months.
friends who moments earlier ran out
You see, my instincts told
the back door. They know, a few more
me not to bring a pen to the
minutes and I'm here for the duration,
interview, as Brian would have no
another storytelling session with
doubt had me there into the wee
Brian. Hungry, wanting dinner, I grab
hours of the morning telling me
my bag and hop the counter in mad
things I would have a hard time
pursuit of my friends. That Doppler
believing, although they would be
effect is for real, I think, as the farther
true. As a writer you're safe. Name
away from the room I get, the softer
anything that has been done in the
his voice becomes. Telling a story,
world, be it large or small, great,
doing laundry. Keats was right,
unbelievable,
hilarious,
or
"Truth is beauty, Beauty is truth."

SWF who is short, native of China, loves:
to sleep for weeks on end, men with greasy
moustaches, centaurs, watching her stud
battle Mike Tricomi, fans of the
Simpson's and forty drinkers. Must like
obnoxious BO and seeing someone wear
one pair of boxers for three weeks in a row.

R.S.V.P. Art Rea x7628

the premium as of late, we decided
to share a favorite pastime of ours
with a bored Bates community No
it isn't wiffelball, frisbee, or
mountainbiking, its Yeti watching.
Mind you, this is no sport for the
weak and feeble or those intimi¬
dated by animals eight feet and
over in height. It is a sport for the
truly adventurous and daring, the
crazy, the cool, and, yes, alas, the
wholehearted Yeti lover. You'll
need a friend, some food, a of bit of
courage, and your hands (prefer¬
ably clean, the reason to be ex¬
plained later). Maine just so hap¬
pens to have the largest population
of the brown-tailed and whitehaired Yeti, with sightings of the
silver-back on the rise. One might
be smart of enough to purchase a
copy of my colleague Steve Kane's
1001 Ways to Catch a Yeti, or better
recommended, my own 1001 Ways
to Catch a Yeti and Keep it, before
venturing on any ill-prepared
sight-seeing excursion. The Yeti is
big, bad, hairy, and at times, bellig¬
erent. So, any stories you may of
heard about Yeti's sitting down
with a family for a picnic lunch,
here's a word of advice: Don't be¬
lieve this malarkey, it's not by any
means true.
The Yeti is elusive, so much so
that specific measures have been
taken to domesticate it. The direc¬
tions for capturing a Yeti are as fol-

Inside
the
Lines
lows: First, before one approaches
a Yeti, he or she must be fully lath¬
ered in a combination Raccoon
dung and Rocky Road Ice Cream
fragrance -the natural smell of the
animal. Second, a person must
have extremely clean hands, as the
procedure to immobilize the Yeti re¬
quires sticking one's pointer fingers
in the Yeti's nostrils and the hum¬
ming of the Beverly Hillbillies
theme song. Be sure to have a part¬
ner, as read in my book, one needs
to stick a fork in the base of a Yeti's
skull to ensure desired uncon¬
sciousness. Next, if one is under the
intentions of permanently befriend¬
ing a Yeti, be sure to stock your cabi¬
nets with Grape Nuts -they are a
staple of the Yeti's diet as well as
imitation gravel. One must also
have handy multiple copies of Kriss
Kross CD's seeing that they are es¬
sential to put a Yeti asleep.
It seems to us that your all set
to start looking for the Yeti. How¬
ever, beware: Yeti's, as read in my
research partner's book (Chris
Kuppens' 1001 Ways to Catch a
Yeti, Keep it, and Befriend it), Never
blow dry a Yeti's coat -it has been
reported to cause chronic diarrhea.
Good luck and God's speed
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Sticks and Stones
Lacroose teams shoot for success as torches are passed
Men’s
by Mike Marsh
Coming off last year's difficult
9-8 season, the men's lacrosse team
is back on track with a new coach and
a new attitude taking them in the
right direction.
With the retirement of 17 year
veteran Web Harrison after last sea¬
son, A1 Brown has stepped in after
seven years of coaching at Alfred
University in Somewhere, Indiana.
Six of those seven years he spent in
the top 10 for Division III teams.
Now Coach Brown is bringing his
experience and his abilities to Bates.
"I have a chance to build on a
good foundation," said Brown. "The
program has been respected, but it
just hasn't been on a playoff caliber
level." Brown, whose had a resi¬
dence in Maine for many years and
has run several lacrosse camps
around the state, is also excited about
being back in New England.
"The opportunity to recruit
through camps will begin to make a
difference," says Brown. "We can
become a solid program."
Rob Toomey '96, who was
among the team leaders in scoring
during last year's campaign with 26
goals and 26 assists, also sees a great
opportunity for the program to do
some great things, this year and in
years to come. "Coach Brown is a
large part of the lacrosse community
and he is well respected," said
Toomey. "The program is looking to
go up and we have the ability to
make Bates a top 10 program."
A future in the Top 10 sounds
nice, but the Bobcats have other ob¬
stacles to surmount if the top 10 is
where they are going to end up. The
biggest thing that stands in the way
right now is the NESCAC. It's been
a few years since Bates has found any
success in a strong and talented
league, but look for the Bobcats to
come out with some fire. After a
strong showing against Bowdoin in
a recent scrimmage, it looks as if
things are starting to come together.
"We played the way we could and a
lot of things we've been working on
are beginning to show," said Brown.
"Slowly but surely everything is
coming together."
Bates will rely heavily upon the
leadership of their senior tri-captains,
Toomey, forward James Smith and
goalkeeper Matt Arsenault. All three
have had their share of responsibili¬
ties on and off the field and their roles
have been significant. "It's been
great," says Smith. "The team is re¬
ally getting to know each other on a
competitive and a personal level and
they are also getting to know coach a
lot better because he does place a lot

of responsibility upon us."
"I think that Coach is really tak¬
ing advantage of us," continued
Smith. "He has incorporated into
everything and has shown that he
really wants to know his team well.
He is using us as sort of middlemen
to learn the personality of the team
on and off the field."
Along with the tri-captains,
Coach Brown is looking to several
others to step up their game. Carter
Jons '97, who along with Toomey and
Smith, has been nominated as a pre¬
season All American, will be looked
upon to add experience and talent to
the Bates squad. In the midfield, jun¬
iors Josh Bashnagle arid Dan
Peterson will be the ones to look out
for, and on defense Frank Lombardi
'98 makes the transition from up
front, putting to use his abilities
molded by the legendary Stu Lind¬
say and his sidekick "Sti." Rookie
Wes Matthews has also shown that
he is capable of taking on an impor¬
tant role in the back and should be a
defensive mainstay this season.
"The individual talent of this
team is well spread out among the
offense and defense," said Smith.
"Having good players at all positions
will definitely help. We are getting
the experience and the leadership
needed to establish ourselves as com¬
petitors and as a team to beat."
The Bobcats open with Trinity
College on St. Patrick's Day at
Springfield College and though there
won't be any Guinness flowing from
the Gatorade coolers you can bet the
boys will be raring to go.
"There has been a complete atti¬
tude shift and there is much more
competition between players," said
Smith. "We are making each other
better and this is certainly going to
carry over into the games."
Another lacrosse season is here
and the Bobcats are going toe to toe
with it.

Women’s
by Ryan Spring
Faced with the daunting pros¬
pect of trying to compensate for the
loss of two All-Americans and a tre¬
mendously successful head coach,
the members of the women's lacrosse
team and their new head coach,
Stacey Watts, certainly have an inter¬
esting season awaiting them. How¬
ever, interesting does not imply un¬
successful. The Bobcats return eight
starters from last year's ECAC
Championship qualifying team, have
added a number of talented first-year
students to the program, and are
ranked as high as eleventh in the Di¬
vision III nation, according to one
preseason pole.

Despite the loss
of Hilary Crane-Stem
and
Martha
MacDougal, both AllAmericans last year,
Watts is extremely
pleased with this
squad's ability. "This
is a great group. They
work very hard and
are the best group, in
terms of talent and
skill level, I have seen
at Bates," Watts said.
That is saying a lot, be¬
cause in the three
years Watts has been at
Bates, as an assistant
coach to Suzanne
Coffey, the Bobcats
have consistently been
one of the top teams in
New England and the
nation. Playing in one
of the toughest confer¬
ences in the country, if
not the toughest, Bates
has to compete with
NESCAC
rivals
Middlebury, Trinity,
Tufts (although Bates
does not face Tufts this
season), and Williams,
all of whom are among
the top 15 Division III
teams in the nation.
The Bobcats' ability to perform well
with this strength of schedule, ac¬
cording to Watts, has garnered them
much respect.
Although, as Watts points out, it
has been difficult for Bates to prepare
for the season because of the ex¬
tended Maine winter, she believes the
team has few weaknesses. The de¬
fense and midfield areas are filled
with talent and experience. "Last
year, the midfield was sort of a weak
point because it was filled with
sophomores starting for the first time,
but this year they have improved
greatly," Watts said.
Senior tri-captain Jodi Kopke
and junior Helen Dalgleish will be
the starting attack wins for the Bob¬
cats. Kopke, who was fifth on the
team in scoring last year with 21
points, has an outstanding shot and
the speed to outrun most of the op¬
ponents she will face^this season.
Dalgleish, last year's seventh leading
scorer, is a good complement to
Kopke because of the deftness with
which she can use her left hand, de¬
spite being a righty.
Joining Kopke and Dalgleish in
the midfield will be first-year student
Julie Lundman. Lundman's poise
and superior skill has allowed Watts
to move last year's second leading
scorer, junior Lydia Langford, up to
the first home position to replace
Crane-Stem. "This should highlight
Lydia's talents in the crease. She can
get through anybody and she will
probably lead us in the goal scoring
category," Watts said.
Senior tri-captain Suzanna Baird

Sebastian Sossman Illustration.

and sophomore transfer student
Alyssa Vitalius will fill the other two
starting home positions. Baird, third
on the team in scoring last year with
24 points, is the only returning home
player from last year and she will be
playing in the third home position.
Watts credits her as being the of¬
fense's playmaker, "She leads the at¬
tack. She will be a significant con¬
tributor because she settles play
down, runs the offense, and sets up
the goals."
The third tri-captain, senior Allie
Bruch will anchor the defense.
Bruch, a great all-around player, will
not only be the Bobcat's defensive
mainstay, but Watts also expects her
to contribute some in the goal-scor¬
ing category.
Joining Bruch in the back, will
be junior Carlyn Miluski, sophomore
Alex Wilke, and defensive wings, se¬
nior Kendra Phelps, junior Beth Ma¬
son, and sophomore Brinda Tahiliani.
Phelps, who went abroad last season,
will be playing for the first time since
she injured her knee in the ECAC's
against Middlebury as a sophomore.
"She is one of the best athletes on
campus. I am very excited to have
her back. She did not start playing
until she arrived at Bates and has re¬
ally accomplished a lot," Watts said.
If one were asked to look for a
weakness in the Bates team, it may
be in the goal where first-year
Priscilla Bloomfield will be playing
goal for the first time. Bloomfield,
however, does have experience be¬
tween the pipes for both the field
hockey team and the hockey team

and Watts assures that she is ready.
"I have been very impressed. She
really has not played much at all be¬
fore Bates, but she is quick and has
good anticipation," Watts said. And,
with the help of an experienced de¬
fensive unit, Bloomfield will be well
protected as she learns her new trade.
Other first-years expected to
contribute are Molly McMahon,
Suzie Arnold, Amanda Schall,
Wendy Zimmerman, Abby Fierman,
and Joanna Stravropoulos. Watts has
moved McMahon, who came to Bates
as an attack player, back to the de¬
fensive end of the field where she will
definitely be a solid contributor off
the bench. Fierman will also see ac¬
tion, but it will be at the second home
spot to give Vitalius a rest.
Watts clearly has reason to be
optimistic. Not only is this team
filled with experienced seniors and
juniors, but every player, from the
captains to the first-year students, is
a versatile athlete. Most of the play¬
ers on this team have excelled at
other varsity sports. Clearly, despite
all the tough competition Bates will
face in the NESCAC, very few teams
will be able to match the Bobcats in
.sheer athleticism.
So, despite lingering apprehen¬
sion after the loss of some talented
seniors, an accomplished coach, and
the relentless Maine winter, look for
this season's squad, under the direc¬
tion of Watts and the senior tri-cap¬
tains, to prosper and return to the
ECAC's for the fifth time in seven
years.
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Inexperience looms large in upcoming season

first-years, Deschaine is expecting ev¬
eryone on tlje team to step it up.
"The captains (juniors Heather
Spring is in the air and Bates
Chichester and Nicole Ouellette) are
softball players are warming up,
two key people we'll need a lot of
yetwith a team that is almost half
work from, and our new pitcher (jun¬
first-years, they may have quite a bit
ior Kara Jackson) will have to step up
more warming up to do than their
in to Molly Walsh's shoes,"
opponents.
Deschaine said.
Bates' seven¬
Looking
teen women of
to improve over
summer are a
last year's 8-9
young and fairly in¬
record and not
experienced team
having some of
this year, according
the experience
to head coach
they may need,
Sherry Deschaine,
this year's squad
who has been hon¬
will have a chal¬
ing women's soft- - coach Sherry Deschaine lenge ahead of
ball since 1977.
them.
With the team's only senior having
"Last year, we came apart at the
been away from the diamond for two
seams. We need to mold together the
years, and the team consisting of four
young players and gain experience,"
juniors, five sophomores and seven
Deschaine said. "I hope we can stay

by Alana Watkins

"They're good,
they're excited, and
they're working
hard."

together and play consistent ball."
The lineup will have plenty of
chances to show their stuff this sea¬
son against a plethora of fairly decent
Division III schools, beginning'with
their opener at Johnson and Whales
College in Rhode Island on March 31.
"They're (the team) looking
good, they're excited and they're
working hard," Deschaine said of her
players. "We're ready for the thirtyfirst."
Deschaine expects the contest
with Johnson and Whales to be a
typical season opener, provided their
opponents haven't already had some
field time.
"We'll be getting a lot of learn¬
ing experience, and trying to gain
early on the board," she added.
According to Deschaine, a lot of
trips have been picked up by tradi¬
tional rivals, souping up the squad's
schedule quite a bit.
"We've added a lot, there are 26
games this season, so it looks new,
which makes a difference," she said.
Standouts in the lineup this sea¬
son are first-years Becky Gasior
(pitcher) and Elizabeth Grace (sec¬
ond -base), sophomore shortstop
Brandi Richards, and junior third
baseman Tonie Tatter in addition to
Chichester and Ouellette.
"Everyone is working hard and
trying to be something," Deschaine
said. "They re going to be young and
exciting to watch.". .

STUDENT SPECIAL

$6.99
LARGE 1 topping pizza
FREE Delivery
ASK for the Student Special

783-2200
62 School St.

Bates women's softball team will be taking some mighty swings this upcoming
season, and hopefully youth will prevail.
Sean Doherty photo.
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Whafis [he Ouesfion on [he Ouad?
■

"R chance for students fo receive
atfenfion—something I don't
need."
Brian Ouinn 1

■

1 creative outlet for different 1 desperate plea from Steve Vounp
fonts."
for attention and love."

—Elizabeth Moreau ‘03
Reported by Steven B. Young

—Jet Fouiler '37

1 don't knot Mq uiit just ment
douin tlie drain mith my beard."
—Dave Hingdon '38

Photos by “Big Sean” Doherty

The Bates Student is currently accepting applications for the
following paid positions for the 1996-97 academic year. Candi¬
dates should submit a letter indicating interest and qualifica¬
tions by March 27 to Gabe Fried and Jen Lacher, do The Bates
Student, Box 309 Chase Hall.

Managing Editor
News Editor
Features Editor
Around Campus Editor
Forum Editor
Arts Editor
Sports Editor
Photography Editor
Copy Editors

